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Matthew:  The New Torah?
INTRODUCTION
· What is your view of our modern day tax collectors (the IRS)?
EXPLORATION:  
Read Matthew 9:9-13
Note: Most theologians agree that the author of this gospel is Matthew, the tax collector.  Jews living in a Roman-occupied territory, like Galilee, were required to pay taxes.  The Roman government contracted the process of collecting taxes.  These Jewish tax collectors became very rich by setting exorbitant tax rates - far in excess of what Rome required. They also used the Roman army to enforce tax collection.  There was a pecking order for tax collectors.  Because of the process, tax collectors normally collected 34 percent from the Jews in order to give Rome the one percent they required.

· In light of the above discussion about tax collectors, why did the Jews dislike them?
· Where was Matthew and what was he doing when Jesus called him?  
· What did Jesus say to Matthew and what was Matthew’s response?
· What did Matthew give up to follow Christ?
· Why is it so significant that Jesus would not only talk to Matthew, but also call him?
· What is the first thing Matthew did after he began to follow Christ? (V.10)
· Who were the invited guests at this dinner?  Why is that important?
· What does this event tell you about Matthew, the tax collector?
· How did the Pharisees respond when they observed what was happening?
· How did Jesus respond and what was implicated in the exchange?
· In the calling of the 12, how did the author identify Matthew? Why?  Matthew 10:2-4
· What has following Christ cost you?  2 Samuel 24:22-24.
· How old was Matthew?  See Matthew 17:24-27 & Exodus 30:13-16.
· What was the conclusion of Matthew’s life?  See Matthew 28:19, 20
APPLICATION

· What friends or colleagues can you expose to Christ?  How?
· What can you do this week to demonstrate that you are a follower of Christ?
· No one is beyond Jesus’ reach.

· Matthew’s commitment was immediate and wholehearted 

· Matthew used his home to bring people, who normally would not have associated with a Jewish Rabbi to meet Jesus.
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