DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS

Our Mission: Reaching out to leaders who can change the world.
20 – 23 November 2006
DISCIPLESHIP:  TESTIMONY
INTRODUCTION:   What are the differences between being a “witness” and having a “testimony”?
TRAINING OBJECTIVE.  To show followers in Jesus Christ how to develop and articulate their story of how God changed their lives when they committed themselves in a relationship with Him. 

SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

Read Acts 26:4-11 (My Life Before Christ)
· Talks about childhood.  (knew how I lived when I was a child)

· Where he lived and grew up.  (my life in my country and Jerusalem)

· Gives his background.  (strictest sect of our religion;  lived as a Pharisee)

· Way of life & calling (convinced to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth & did; put the saints in prison; when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them; many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them punished; I tried to force them to blaspheme; in my obsession against them, I even went to foreign cities to persecute them.)

Read Acts 26:12-18 (Describe how I made a decision to trust Christ)
· Specifically how it happened

· Describes the details (I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests; about noon, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions; we all fell to the ground and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?; Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting; now get up and stand on your feet; I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen of me and what I will show you; I will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles; I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light; from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me)
Read Acts 26:19-23 & 27 (My life since I put my faith in Christ)
· How his life changed (I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven)

· What he did and God’s impact on his life (I preached repentance and turning to God and proving repentance by their deeds; I have had God's help to this very day)
· Use of scripture (I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen—that the Christ would suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would proclaim light to his own people and to the Gentiles."

· Requiring a response (King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.)
APPLICATION
· Develop your testimony (personal story) and type it on one sheet of paper using this lesson and “Preparing Your Spiritual Journey” hand-out.  Read it to the group.  Ask for feedback.
· Next, read your story to a non-Christian colleague or friend.  Ask for feedback.
