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Matthew:  Judging Others
INTRODUCTION

· Why do you think that Christians are often considered judgmental, narrow-minded and arrogant?

EXPLORATION
Read Matthew 7:1-6
· What did Jesus call those who ignore their own imperfections and focus on the flaws of others? 
· When, if ever, should we criticize or judge someone else? ( 1 Cor 5:9)
· What are we not to do with sacred things? Why?

Read Matthew 7:7-12
· What steps does Jesus suggest to approach God?

· How do even godless parents respond to a child’s sincere request for bread?

· What is Jesus stressing about God?

Read Matthew 7:13-14

· In what way did Jesus describe the gate that leads to destruction?
· What wide gates and broad roads are most people following?  Why is it so appealing?

· What makes the “narrow road” rewarding?

Read Matthew 7:15-23

· What guidance does Jesus give concerning false prophets?

· What does nature reveal about a tree and its fruit?
· If fruit (good works) won’t get people into heaven, what is their value?

Read Matthew 7:24-29

· Who did Jesus say is wise?  Foolish?  Why are they wise?

· How does obedience to God bring security to our lives?

APPLICATION

· It’s easy to have a “log” in your eye and not know it?  What trusted person can you ask about your potential log?  When can you ask?
· How would others evaluate the fruit in your life?

Jim Elliot, a missionary killed by the Auca Indians, once wrote: “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” His words echo this portion of the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus asks us to choose between two treasures, two masters, two roads and two destinies. But he clearly explains why following him is the only wise choice.


New Testament Life Guide
Not all who profess possess (7:21-23). It is one thing to profess to know and serve God (Matthew 7:21-22); it is quite another to be known by God (Matthew 7:23). Those accepted by God are those who do his will by receiving his Son (John 6:28-29).
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