DISCIPLESHIP  GROUPS
Our Mission: Reaching out to leaders who can change the world.
5-9 December 2005

Matthew:  More Miracles
INTRODUCTION

· How do you balance your time with Christians & non-Christians? What precautions might be wise? 
EXPLORATION:  

Read Matthew 9: 1-8
· What attribute did the men exhibit in coming to Christ? 
· What did Jesus say about the teachers’ opinions?

· What did Jesus do to prove His authority to forgive sins?

Read Matthew 9: 9-13 (Lesson # 1 of this series dealt with this section)
· What will happen if we never reach out to those outside the church?
Read Matthew 9: 14-17
· What were the implications of the questions that John’s disciples asked Jesus?
· How did Jesus explain the fact that his disciples didn’t fast?

· Why are the ramifications of measuring our performance as Christians by a list of dos and don’ts?
Read Matthew 9: 18-26
· Who approached Jesus?  What were the circumstances related to his request?
· What happened after Jesus healed the girl?  
· What was the motivation of the woman touching Jesus’ garment?
· What happened?  Why was the woman healed?

Read Matthew 9: 27-34
· What did Jesus ask the blind men?  Why?
· What was their response?  His response?
· What did Jesus do for the demon possessed man?

· How did the Pharisee’s explain it?  Why didn’t they give glory to God?

Read Matthew 9: 35-38
· How did Jesus’ miracles complement his teaching?
· To whom did Jesus tell His disciples to pray?  What are the implications for us?

APPLICATION

· How can you trust God today to work in the impossible situation you are facing?

· How can you cultivate a relationship with a non-Christian friend this week?

I read an article about a movie called, “The Sixth Sense”.  The movie was about a young boy, who when he looked at people, could see who was going to die within a short period of time. He kept telling Bruce Willis, the co-star, “I see dead people.  They do not know they are dead.  They’re everywhere.”  As you can imagine, it was a very frightening experience for him, for he not only knew they were going to die, but how they were going to die.  Jesus, just like the little boy in that fictional movie, saw dead people who did not know they were dead.  Jesus saw more than their physical death, he saw their spiritual death.  How his heart must have ached as he went about his ministry healing the sick and forgiving sins.
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