DISCIPLESHIP  GROUPS
Our Mission: Reaching out to leaders who can change the world.
12-16 December 2005

Matthew:  Jesus Sends 
INTRODUCTION

· Who would you like to accompany you on your next great adventure?  Why?
EXPLORATION:  

Read Matthew 10:1-42
Note:  Since Matthew’s purpose has been to show the Jews that Jesus is their Messiah, this is a fitting lesson to follow the previous chapter where the disciples saw Jesus’ compassion for the lost and the need for more workers.  They are moving from observers to participants.
“Apostles” means “sent ones,” or commissioned representatives. The analogous Hebrew term was used for business agents, although the general concept is broader than that; a “sent one” acted on the full authority of the sender to the extent that he accurately represented the sender’s mission. Commissioning narratives appear in the Old Testament, as when Moses commissions Joshua to carry on Moses’ work and take the Promised Land (Deut. 31:23). Rabbis allowed their senior students to teach while they were still students, to prepare them for their own work as rabbis.
· What kind of authority did Jesus give His twelve disciples? Lk 4:36
· What notations are made about various disciples?  Why? (Mark 6:7-13; Luke 9:1-16)
· Who was their intended audience?  Why? Jer 50:6
· What sort of accommodations were the disciples to seek in their travels? Why so Spartan?
· Why did miracles complement their message?  Should that happen today?

· How were the disciples supposed to respond to those who rejected them? (Mark 13:9-13; Luke 21:12-19)
· How do you react when someone belittles you or your faith?

· How can you be shrewd and innocent in your dealings with non-Christians? Rom 16:19
· What warnings of danger or hardship did Christ give His disciples? Acts 20:29
· In times of persecution (on Jesus’ account), what can we expect from God? (Luke 12:2-9)
· What radical requirements did Christ make of those who would follow Him? 
· How has Jesus created division in your family? (vv. 21-22, 32-37)
· What difference does it make how one “loses his life?” (39)
APPLICATION

· What warnings and encouragements do you need to hear from Jesus to represent him this week?

· In what specific situations do you need to rely more on the Holy Spirit to give you the right words to say?

