DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS
Our Mission: Reaching out to leaders who can change the world.
2 – 6 January 2006
Matthew:  Defending John the Baptist & Revealing the Father
INTRODUCTION

· What causes people to second-guess themselves? 
EXPLORATION:  

Read Matthew 11:1-19 (Luke 7:18-35)
· What did Jesus do while His disciples were out on their mission trip?
· What message or question did John the Baptist send to Christ from prison?  Why?
· How did Jesus respond to their request and what proof did he offer to establish His claim to be the Messiah?
· Summarize Jesus’ assessment of John the Baptist?

· How do you personally respond when you have moments of weakness and doubts about your faith?
Read Matthew 11:20-24 (Luke 10:12-15)
· After His praise of John, what did Jesus begin to do?  Why?

· How did Jesus say Korazin and Bethsaida were different from Tyre and Sidon?
· What did Jesus predict for Capernaum and how did he compare it with Sodom?
· How do you think God views our country’s evil bent—especially in light of all the ways He has blessed us?
· Why do you suppose Jesus spent so much time in cities proclaiming the gospel?

Read Matthew 11:25-30 (Luke 10:21-22)
· After pronouncing woe on several unrepentant cities, what did Jesus do? 
· What lessons can we learn from Jesus’ example?

· What is the significance of how Jesus addressed God?  
· How does Jesus refer to His relationship with the Father and what are the implications for us? 
· Whom does Jesus invite and what does He promise?
· How have you found Jesus’ promises to be true in your life?  (vv. 28-30)

APPLICATION

· Besides praying, what are some ways you can get to know your Father in heaven more intimately this week?
· What are three things you could do this week to be a brighter light for Christ in your city or town or where you work (the Pentagon)?
