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Matthew:  Parables, Parables, Parables
INTRODUCTION

· Why do you think people have difficulty hearing God? 
EXPLORATION:  

Note: As Jesus continued to minister to crowds of people, He did something He had not done before. For the first time in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus told parables – pictures from ordinary life that illustrate spiritual truth.   Jesus was a master at speaking in parables.    
Read Matthew 13:1-17 (Mark 4:1-12; Luke 8:4-10)

· Where was Jesus when the crowd came and what type of platform did He use to speak?

· In this parable, where do the seeds fall and what happens to the seeds in each case?

· How did the disciples respond to this new teaching style introduced by Jesus?
· What is the significance of what Jesus said to the disciples? (Isaiah 6:9-10; Jeremiah 5:21) 
· What rationale did Jesus give for the people’s inability to understand this message? (vv.14-15)
· How were the disciples blessed according to Jesus?

Read Matthew 13:18-23 (Mark 4:13-20; Luke 8:11-15)

· How did Jesus compare and explain the four results of sowing to the four responses to the message?
· Why do you think there are differences in the fruit production even in the good soil of those who hear and understand the word?

· What kind of soil would you say you are in your life right now?
· What are some thorns that might choke out your Christian faith?

· What circumstances have a tendency to scorch your faith and cause it to whither?

Read Matthew 13:24-30 (Mark 4:26-29)

· What was Jesus talking about in this passage and what was the comparison?

· What happened while the farmer slept and what was the result?

· Why doesn’t the owner of the field follow the suggestion of the servants?

· What are the implications of the parable?
APPLICATION

· What is one action you could do this week to improve the way you listen to God’s Word?
· In what ways do you need to alter your lifestyle (either attitude or action) today in order to become more like wheat and less like weed?
