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Matthew:  Parables and More Parables
INTRODUCTION

· Why are many people eager to believe in heaven but reluctant to believe in hell? 
EXPLORATION:  

Note: Jesus began his discussion about the Parables with the phrase, “The kingdom of heaven is like” in each case except the parable of the sower.  Yet in his explanation of the sower he related it to the Good News about the kingdom.  

· The Sower 




13:1-23


Good News will be rejected by most
· The Wheat and the Weeds

13:24-30; 36-43
Both will exist together until the end
· The Mustard Seed


13:31-32

All will grow rapidly from a small beginning

· The Yeast




13:33-35

Will grow rapidly without being stopped 
· The Hidden Treasure


13:44


Christ redeemed God’s treasured possession
· The Pearl




13:45-46

Christ gave His life to provide for redemption
· The Net





13:47-52

Separation of the wicked from the righteous
Read Matthew 13:31-35 (Mark 4:30-32; Luke 13:18-19)

· To what kind of seed did Christ compare the kingdom of heaven?  Why?
· What is a mustard seed like when it is fully grown?

· Besides bearing fruit, how is the mustard plant useful?
· What is the significance of yeast or leaven?  How is it good and how is it bad? 
· Why did Jesus continue to speak to the crowds in parables?  (Psalm 78:2) 
Read Matthew 13:36-52
· Where did Jesus go after he left the crowd?  What happened?
· What groups of people are illustrated by the good seed and by the weeds?  Explain?
· What does this parable represent?
· What do these two parables reveal about the value of the kingdom of heaven? (vv. 44-45)
· What does it mean to sell all that one has to buy the kingdom of heaven?

· How is the parable of the net similar to & different from the parable of the wheat and the weeds?

· Jesus is concerned that his disciples then and now understand the parables?  Why?  (vv. 51-52)

Read Matthew 13:53-58 (Mark 6:1-6; Luke 4-16-30)

· What did Jesus do after teaching the parables?

· What is the essence of the people’s questions about him?  Explain?
· How did Jesus respond and what didn’t he do?  Why?
APPLICATION

· What is one way you can effectively help the kingdom of heaven to permeate your family, workplace, or circle of friends?
· What can you do to avoid the trap of “knowing all there is to know about Jesus” as you live for Him? 
