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Matthew:  Jesus’ Legal Lineage
INTRODUCTION
· Who’s the most famous or interesting person in your family tree?
EXPLORATION:  
Note: This Gospel was placed at the beginning of the New Testament by the early church, probably because it naturally connects with the Old Testament.  Most people feel that Matthew used Mark as a reference.  Written originally in Greek, it is slanted toward Jews so that they will recognize that Jesus is the long-promised Messiah and an authoritative teacher.  Christ is the Greek word for the Hebrew term Messiah, meaning “the anointed one.”
Read Matthew 1:1-17

· What three titles does Matthew provide? Vv. 1, 16
· Why would these three titles be important to Jews?
· Why did Matthew trace Jesus’ heritage through Joseph rather than Mary?  Wasn’t God His father?
· If Luke’s genealogy goes back to Adam and emphasizes the universality of the Gospel, why does Matthew begin with Abraham? Lk: 3:23-38
· Women are not normally part of Jewish genealogy.  Why did Matthew include these five women in the lineage?
· According to Matthew, what are the three divisions of Jewish history?
· What significant person or event closes each section?
· Who is the only person who is listed with his title?
· Why is it significant that Jesus is Abraham’s son?  Gen 12:2-3, 17:6-8; Gal 3:16-18
· Why is it significant that He is David’s son?  2 Sam 7:5-16  Of what does that assure us?
· Is the house referred to in 2 Sam 7:16 built by man or God?  Why is that significant?
· Why is it significant that this is an unconditional promise like those with Noah & Abraham? Gen 9:8-17; Rom 4:17
· Why do you think God waited so many generations to send Christ?
APPLICATION

· What can you do to make a positive and lasting family history?
· Who needs your prayers to become part of God’s family?
The Lord spoke to Abram when He was beginning to build a nation dedicated to His purposes. Through this nation would come the Savior.  God appeared to Moses at the very time He had purposed to deliver Israel out of slavery in Egypt. God found in Jesse's youngest son David a godly man who could lead His people. God surprised Mary when He told her she would be the mother of the Messiah. God's Son selected the twelve disciples, all ordinary, uneducated men, when He was ready to take the good news of His salvation to the world. Through the ages God has taken the initiative in the everyday lives of people to accomplish things through them that they never could have imagined. (Eph 3:20). 
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