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6-10 February 2006
Matthew:  Belief Crisis – Action or Awareness?
INTRODUCTION

· How does peer pressure change as we get older?
EXPLORATION:  

Read Matthew 14:1-12 (Mark 6:14-29)

· What effect did Jesus’ miracle ministry have on Herod? 

· Why was his wife (Herodias) upset?

· Why didn’t John just keep his mouth shut?

· Why do most people not like to be corrected? Pr 5:12; 10:17; 12:1; 13:18; 15:5; 29:15
· Why didn’t Herod execute John immediately?

· What finally motivated Herod to execute John?

· What are some ways that peer pressure is good? Heb 10:24,25
Read Matthew 14:13 – 21 (Mark 6:32-44; Lk 9:10-17, John 6:1-14)
Note:  This is the only miracle mentioned in all four gospels.  Matthew mentions the number of men because the Jews did not allow the women and children to eat with the men in public. This crowd was larger than most villages in Galilee.  Teachers were not normally responsible for feeding their disciples from their own means.  They were often hosted for a meal as payment for their service.  Jesus is often referred to as “the bread of life.” (Jn 6:35; 48-51)  Since the Jews regarded bread as a gift from God, scraps that fell on the ground during a meal had to be picked up.  Small wicker baskets were carried as part of daily attire.
· Why do you think that Jesus withdrew from them to a solitary place?
· How did Jesus demonstrate how He felt about the crowd?

· How does Jesus banquet compare to that of Herod’s?

· What did the disciples want to do with the crowd?

· How did the disciples respond to Jesus’ view of the problem?

· If you were a disciple, how would this miracle influence your perception of Jesus’ identity?

· How did Jesus involve the disciples in the miracle?  Why?

· How can we apply Jesus’ methodology to our discipleship ministry?
APPLICATION

· How can you be biblically receptive to giving and taking correction this week?
· Which of your disciples needs to be involved in your ministry life this week?

Herod feared that the putting of John to death might raise a rebellion among the people, which it did not; but he never feared it might stir up his own conscience against him, which it did. Men fear being hanged for what they do not fear being damned for.
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