DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS

Our Mission: Reaching out to leaders who can change the world.
5 – 9 March 2007
DISCIPLESHIP - FAITH 
INTRODUCTION:  

Share an example where you chose to exhibit extraordinary faith?  What was the result?

TRAINING OBJECTIVE. To show that the element of faith is absolutely essential in helping us know God, walk with God and please God.
SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

Read Hebrews 11:1-16

· What is the relationship between faith, hope, and certainty?
· Why was Abel ‘able’ to offer an acceptable sacrifice, but Cain was not? (Genesis 4:1-7)
· Why is it impossible to please God without faith?
· What can we learn from Noah’s example of faith?  From Abraham? (Romans 4:18-25)
· What can we learn about perspective from Hebrews 11:13-16?
· Why is it hard for many 21st century Americans to live by faith?
Read Hebrews 11:17-40
· Why was Abraham willing to sacrifice his only son Isaac? (Genesis 22:6-8)

· How did Moses demonstrate faith throughout his life?

· How can the story of the walls of Jericho be an inspiration to our faith? (Joshua 6:1-20)

· Why is Hebrews 11:35b-40 both sobering and also encouraging for us?

· What is the difference between ‘faith’ and ‘wishful thinking’?  (Numbers 14:36-45)

· What might stop us from honoring God with our faith?  (Psalm 146:3; Proverb 28:26; 
Jeremiah 9:23, 24)
EVALUATION/APPLICATION

· Spend some time alone with God this week and review Hebrews 11.  Consider how many times the phrase “by faith” is used and the results.  How does your faith compare to those examples?  What steps can you take to strengthen your faith?

Have you ever stopped to think about how you get God’s approval in life? Can you gain God’s approval by being religious? No. Can you gain God’s approval by going to church? No. Can you gain God’s approval by keeping the Ten Commandments? No. There is only one way that we can please God. In Hebrew 11:6 we learned that, “… without faith it is impossible to please Him.” There are only two ways to live. One way, by far the most common, is to live by sight….to base everything on what you can see. The other way, far less commonly taken, is to live by faith, to base your life primarily and ultimately on what you can not see. That is the Christian way, the Bible way, that is the way that the people of God have always lived.
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