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Matthew: The Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees
INTRODUCTION

· What positive signs give you reason to be optimistic about the days ahead?

EXPLORATION
Read Matthew 16: 1-4
Note:  Normally the Pharisees and the Sadducees were opponents, but they had a common enemy of Jesus.  The Pharisees arrived on the scene during the last half of the first century B.C. and continue until the destruction of Jerusalem by Rome in A.D. 70. The word Pharisee means, “One who is separated.”  The rabbis interpreted that to mean, “holy, hallowed, separated from the peoples of the world and their detestable things.” The Sadducees came onto the scene during the last half of the first century B.C. and became extinct in A.D. 70. They claimed the authority to serve as priests and most especially the High Priest.  As a result the Sadducees were more interested in politics than were their Pharasaical counterparts. The Sadducees had power and saw Jesus as a serious threat.

· Who approached Jesus? Why?

· How did Jesus respond?

· What did a red sky at night and red sunrise mean in this context? 

· Why did Jesus chastise the Pharisees and Sadducees? 

· What single sign did Jesus offer? 

· What demands or performance requirements do we sometimes place on God?

· How would you answer someone who said, “I’ll believe in God when I see Him do a miracle right before my eyes”?

· What signs or proofs of God’s power does our generation already have?

Read Matthew 16:5-12
· Where were Jesus and His disciples traveling? 

· What did they forget to pack? 

· What warning did Jesus issue to His followers?

· How did the disciples misunderstand Jesus’ comments?

· What did Jesus’ disciples fail to understand?

· How did Jesus clarify His remarks about yeast?

· What truths about God do you have a hard time understanding?

· What are some ways we get so caught up in the mundane details of life that we miss the bigger-than-life lessons God wants to teach us?

· How can we judge whether the teaching we receive is healthy or dangerous?

APPLICATION
· What has God done in your life that you can use as a sign to others?

· What small evil do you need to root out of your life this week before it spreads and causes much trouble?
