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DISCIPLESHIP- CHRIST’S RETURN 
INTRODUCTION:  

What is something extraordinary that you had to wait for, and how did it meet (or not meet) your

expectations?
TRAINING OBJECTIVE. To show the believer in Christ that the Bible validates that Jesus will return, describes how it will happen, and presents an expectation for the believer to be ready.
SCRIPTURE PASSAGES

Read Matthew 24:36-51

· What did Jesus promise?  How will it occur?  (John 14:1-3 & Acts 1:9-11)
· Why will people be surprised  when Christ returns? (Matthew 24:38-40)
· What was Jesus’ command to His disciples in verse 42?  Why is it still relevant today? 
· How should we live our lives given the both the certainty of Christ’s return and the uncertainty of when it will occur?
· How should we respond to scoffers who ridicule our belief in Christ’s return?
Read 1Thessalonians 4:11-18; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15

Note:  Some Thessalonians, probably because of idleness, were taking undue interest in other people’s affairs.  The Greeks in general thought manual labor degrading and fit only for slaves.  Christians took seriously the need for earning their own living, but some of the Thessalonians, perhaps as a result of their belief in the imminent return of Christ, were neglecting work and relying on others to support them.

· How did Paul live his life in view of the certainty of Christ’s return? (2 Thess 3:7-10)
· How did Paul’s lifestyle contrast with some of the Thessalonian believers?  (2 Thess 3:11-15)
· How can we avoid being drawn to extreme views (and behaviors) regarding Christ’s return?
· Why is it important to be both patient (James 5:7-9) and ready for Christ’s return?
· How can the admonition in James 5:9 help our relationships?
EVALUATION/APPLICATION

Review the verses above, plus the two parables in Matthew 25:1-30.  Ask yourself:
· “How does my life reflect (or not reflect) my belief in Christ’s return?”  
· “How does my knowledge of the return of Christ affect my motivation for evangelism?”
The Son of Man's arrival will be like that: Two men will be working in the field—one will be taken, one left behind; two women will be grinding at the mill—one will be taken, one left behind. So stay awake, alert. You have no idea what day your Master will show up. But you do know this: you know that if the homeowner had known what time of night the burglar would arrive, he would have been there with his dogs to prevent the break-in. Be vigilant just like that. You have no idea when the Son of Man is going to show up.           












Matthew 24:40-44; The Message
