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Matthew: Confession and Prediction of Death 
INTRODUCTION

· What happened the first time you spoke publicly about your faith in Christ?

EXPLORATION
Read Matthew 16: 13-20 (Mark 8:27-30 & Luke 9:18-21)
· What was Jesus’ first question to His disciples?  Summarize their response.
· What was his follow-up question to the disciple’s answers?

· What did Jesus say about the significance of Peter’s answer?
· Who do you say Jesus is?  Does your lifestyle follow your description? 

· In what ways is coming to faith and understanding the gospel a supernatural event?
· What type of leadership role and position of authority did Jesus predict and promise Peter?
· Against what did Jesus warn His disciples at the end of the discussion?  (Luke 9:21) Why?
Read Matthew 16:21-28 (Mark 8:31-9:1 & Luke 9:22-27)
· What did Christ tell the disciples that would eventually happen to Him? 

· What rebuke did Peter give Jesus? 

· How did Jesus characterize Peter’s objection?
· What does it mean to you to “take up your cross” and follow Jesus? (Luke 9:23)
· In what situations do you find it difficult to follow Christ?

· What value did Jesus place on a person’s life? A person’s soul?
· If a person’s soul is worth more than the whole world, how ought that affect the way we spend our time?

· What did Jesus say would happen after his death and resurrection?

· How would you live differently if you know exactly when and how you were going to die?

APPLICATION
· What are some ways you could make a public statement of your faith in Christ this week?
· What change in your weekly schedule could you make to better reflect what God considers important?
Simon Peter said, "You're the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the living God." Jesus came back, "God bless you, Simon, son of Jonah! You didn't get that answer out of books or from teachers. My Father in heaven, God himself, let you in on this secret of who I really am. And now I'm going to tell you who you are, really are. You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out.




Matthew 16:16-18 (The Message)
