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Matthew: God’s Children
INTRODUCTION

· What do you miss the most about being a kid?
EXPLORATION
Read Matthew 18:1 – 9  (Mark 9:33-37 & Luke 9:46-48)
Note:  Jesus is not teaching self-mutilation, for even a blind man can lust.  We should deal as drastically as necessary with sin.
· What question did the disciples ask Jesus?
· How did Jesus illustrate His answer to their question?
· Who are “the children” that are young in their spiritual life (not just their physical life)?

· What quality makes for true greatness?

· How did Jesus turn the value structure of the world upside down? Phil 2:3, 4
· What are some common ways to cause a young follower of Christ to sin? Rom 14:21
· How does Jesus describe the penalty for causing others to stumble?

· In what ways are you still like a child (in a good sense)? James 4:10
Read Matthew 18:10 - 14 (Luke 15-4-7)
· Who is especially important to God? Why? (v. 10)

· How does God protect “children”? Ps 34:7; 2 Kings 6:17

· What kind of pastoral imagery did Jesus use to illustrate His point about the value of a soul?
· How did Jesus compare sheep to the way God views lost children? 1 Tim 2:4, 2 Pet 3:9
· Why do you think children are more receptive than adults to spiritual truth?

· How do you feel knowing that God is more concerned about finding a lost person than punishing him or her?

APPLICATION
· What habits or actions do you need to abolish because of their negative influence on others?
· What would you have to do to be more childlike in your faith?
The young seminarian was excited about preaching his first sermon in his home church. After three years in seminary, he felt adequately prepared, and when he was introduced to the congregation, he walked boldly to the pulpit, his head high, radiating self-confidence. But he stumbled reading the Scriptures and then lost his train of thought halfway through the message. He began to panic, so he did the safest thing: He quickly ended the message, prayed, and walked dejectedly from the pulpit, his head down, his self-assurance gone. Later, one of the godly elders whispered to the embarrassed young man, “If you had gone up to the pulpit the way you came down, you might have come down the way you went up.” The elder was right. God still resists the proud but gives grace to the humble. 
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