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Matthew: Rich?
INTRODUCTION

· If your house was on fire and you could only save three things, what would you try to save?
EXPLORATION

Read Matthew 19:13- 15(Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17)
Note: Children were socially powerless and dependent. Gehazi, a disciple of Elisha, eventually lost his position because he was trying to be too aggressive as a “gatekeeper.”  (2 Kings 4:27; 2 Kings 5:27)
· Why were the children being brought to Jesus?

· Why do you think the disciples tried to prevent people from bringing kids to Jesus?

· According to Jesus, what kind of people will possess the kingdom of heaven? 1 Pet 2:2-3
· Why & how did Jesus “bless” them? Gen 27:19; Acts 6:6

Read Matthew 19:16-30 (Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-27)
Note:  This young man was probably a member of an official council or court.  Jesus’ words reflect an ancient figure of speech for the impossible: a very large animal passing through a needle’s eye. (A needle’s eye in Jesus’ day meant what it means today; the idea that it was simply a name for a small gate in Jerusalem is based on a gate from the medieval period and sheds no light on Jesus’ teaching in the first century.) Mainstream Judaism never denied the rich a place in the kingdom of God; many of its benefactors and leaders were rich.  The rich man’s heart must be changed, by having its attachment to material riches replaced by attachment to the true riches, “treasure in heaven.”  
· What was the first question this man asked Jesus?  Jesus’ response?
· How did the religious leaders’ view of “good” compare to that of Jesus?

· What’s wrong with the idea of good works (obey commandments) as a way to heaven? Eph 2:8,9
· If “obeying commandments” does not make one acceptable to God, why bother? Jn 14:15
· What was the purpose of Jesus’ additional direction to the young ruler? (v. 21)
· How did the man respond to Jesus’ demands?  What was his problem? Ex 20:3; Dt 6:5
· What did Jesus say about rich people entering the kingdom of God?

· Why do many poor people seem to have more interest in God than rich people? Isa 55:2-3
· Why do we typically not become more generous as our wealth increases?

· What insights into the future did Jesus give? Lk 16:25
· What is the value of making a significant sacrifice to become a disciple of God?
APPLICATION

· What level of sacrifice or obedience is Jesus asking you to make?
· How can you have confidence that your view of wealth (lordship) is acceptable to God?
