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Matthew:  Jesus’ Birth and Joseph’s Obedience
INTRODUCTION

· Why is our society so drawn to gossip and scandal?

EXPLORATION:  
Read Matthew 1:18-25

· What happened to Mary while she and Joseph were engaged? (V.18)
· How might you have responded in Mary’s situation?
· How does Matthew describe the circumstance surrounding the conception and birth of Jesus from Joseph’s perspective?
· What legal options did Joseph have?  Dt 22:23-24
· What would have been your reaction had you been in Joseph’s situation?
· How does our desire for approval or acceptance keep us from doing the right thing?
· How did the angel address Joseph?  Why? (V. 20)
· What positive character qualities did Joseph possess?
· What does Joseph learn in his dream?
· Why did Joseph change his plans to divorce Mary?
· What impressed you about his response?
· According to the angel’s message, what Old Testament prophecy is fulfilled in Jesus’ birth? (Isaiah 7:14)
· Why is Mary’s virginal conception of Christ significant? (Vv. 22-23)
· What did the angel command Joseph to name the child and why?
· From the meaning of the words Jesus, Emmanuel and Christ, what picture do you see of Jesus? (Vv. 1, 21, 23)
· 
How do you imagine the “grapevine” treated the Mary-Joseph situation?
APPLICATION

· What difficult, hard-to-swallow command of God do you need to obey today?
· How will you respond the next time someone begins to tell you a juicy bit of gossip?

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!"  But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."(ESV)
 Luke 1:26-33
