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Matthew: God’s Righteous Rewards
INTRODUCTION

· Who is the best boss you ever had? Why?

EXPLORATION

Read Matthew 20:1-16

Note: Jewish law mandated that laborers be paid the same day, because the wages were often little more than sufficient for a day’s needs (Deut. 24:14-15). One denarius was the normal daily pay for a laborer and a Roman soldier.  The 3rd hour was 9 am, 6th was noon, 9th was 3 pm. 
· To what situation did Jesus compare the kingdom of heaven? 
· Who was the central character in this parable? What was his role?  How does that relate to the kingdom of heaven?
· Who are the workers in this parable?

· Why did the landowner hire additional workers? When? How many additional times? (Mt 9:37)

· What was the difference in wages promised to the 1st group of laborers (v. 2) and the 2nd group?

· What were all the workers paid when it came time to settle accounts?
· Why do you think the landowner paid the last ones hired first?

· How did the workers respond to the landowner’s system of payment? 
· Would you say they were they more concerned about justice or generosity? (v. 15)
· Who do you think represented “the grumblers” in Biblical day?  Who are they today? Jonah 4:1, 
1 Samuel 18:9
· What rationale did the landowner give for his actions?
· Why is it dangerous to compare your own situation with someone else’s?  How does this apply to us? (Rom 10:13)
· How would you answer the argument that God isn’t fair in the way He forgives and/or blesses?

· How can focusing on God’s grace in our lives keep us from becoming jealous of others? (Psalm 103:8-12)

· How do we reconcile God’s sovereignty with our own expectations?

APPLICATION

· What can you do today to help someone who needs help understanding God’s sovereignty?

· In what way can you say thank you to God every day this week for his amazing grace in your life?

By this illustration, Jesus was teaching that the matter of rewards is under the sovereign control of God, the “Landowner” in the parable. God is the One before whom all accounts will be settled. Many who have prominent places will someday find themselves demoted. And many who often find themselves at the end of the line will find themselves promoted to the head of the line: The last will be first, and the first will be last. (This supports what Jesus had said in 19:28-30.) In the final accounting, the Lord’s analysis will carry the greatest and only important weight.
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