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Matthew: Success?
INTRODUCTION

· What are the pluses and minuses of ambition?
EXPLORATION
Read Matthew 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34
· Why does Jesus once again predict His death?
Read Matthew 20:20-28; Mark 10:35-45
Note: Drink the cup is a figure of speech for “undergo” or “experience.”  This same figure of speech for divine wrath or judgment is used in Jer 25:15, Eze 23:31-32, Rev 14:10.  The term “ransom” means “the price paid for release (from bondage).  Jesus gave his life to release us from the bondage of sin and death.
· What’s in the mother’s request that shows the disciples’ view of success is different Jesus’ view? 
· What curious question did Jesus ask James and John?  How did they respond?
· What did Jesus promise James and John? What did He refuse to promise?

· Why were the other disciples outraged at this whole dialogue?
· How did Jesus turn this into a teaching opportunity?
· Whose leadership style did Jesus condemn? 
· How did Jesus define leadership?

· Who do you know that has been a good example of a servant leader?
· How does our culture follow the “Gentile pattern of leadership”?
· How does Jesus’ reminder of his death relate to His leadership style?
· On what basis should honors, awards, and rewards be given?
· How would you define success?
· How do you feel about using “connections” to get things done? “Brown nosing”?
· How does your discipleship experience help you serve (& suffer for) Christ?

· In what ways do you need to let your children lead their own lives and make their own decisions about success?
Read Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43
· How do the attitudes of the blind men compare with those of the disciples?

· If Jesus asked you, “What do you want me to do for you?” how would you answer?

APPLICATION

· How can you make sure that your motivation and ambition for success is proper?
· Would people say your leadership style is more in line with “the Gentiles” or Jesus?  What changes might be in order?
