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Matthew: Jesus’ Authority
INTRODUCTION

· When you see something wrong, are you more likely to act without thinking or think without acting?  Explain.
EXPLORATION
Read Matthew 21:12-17( Mark 11:15-19; Luke 19:45-48; John 2:13-22)
Note: Jews coming from long distances had to be able to buy sacrificial animals near the temple.  The merchants were selling them in the outer temple itself, the one place where the Gentiles (and blind) could pray.  Since people were coming from many places, many different types of coins had to be exchanged into the currency that was acceptable to temple authorities.  Doves were the usual offering for the poor.
· What upset Jesus so much about what he saw in the Temple?  Isa 56:6-7
· Why were the people able to be healed by Jesus in the Temple?

· If Jesus were to visit your church, where would he begin “turning tables”?
Read Matthew 21:18-22 (Mark 11:12-14, 20-25)
Note: The fig tree is often used as a symbol of Israel (Jer 8:13, Hos 9:10).  By this time of year fig trees near the Mount of Olives would only have leaves and edible figs appeared around early June.  Jesus knew this so He used his own hunger with the barren tree as an object lesson.  From where Jesus and his disciples are standing, the 4,000’ tall Mount of Olives and perhaps the Dead Sea would be visible; thus Jesus’ illustration would have been vivid to his disciples. “Removing mountains” was a figure of speech for doing what was virtually impossible.
· Where was Jesus going? When?
· What caught Jesus’ attention? What did He do?  Why?
· How did the withered fig tree incident affect the disciples?
· How is religious legalism like a barren fig tree?

· What are some ways Christians can look good to others from a distance and yet still be fruitless?

· What did Jesus cite as the necessary ingredient to doing “impossible” things?
· What requirements must our prayers meet?

· Why is the invitation to pray at the end of this passage not a blank check to ask for anything?

APPLICATION

· What tables would Jesus like to turn over in your life to make you more fruitful?

· What prayer of faith (Jesus’ authority) should you pray?

The fig-tree that had no fruit, soon lost its leaves. This represents the state of the nation and people of the Jews in particular. Our Lord Jesus found among them nothing but leaves. And after they rejected Christ, blindness and hardness grew upon them, till they were undone, and their place and nation rooted up. The Lord was righteous in it. Let us greatly fear the doom denounced on the barren fig-tree.
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