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Matthew: Our Obedience (Or Not) To God’s Authority
INTRODUCTION

· Why do some people easily submit to authority, and others rebel?  
EXPLORATION

Read Matthew 21:23-27 (Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8)
· What questions did the chief priests and elders ask Jesus? 

· How did Jesus respond?  

· How would you describe the chief priests and elders subsequent interaction with one another, and

how did they ultimately respond to Jesus?

· In what ways do we try to rationalize our way out of submitting to God’s authority?
Read Matthew 21:28-32

· How did each son respond in both word and deed to their father’s request? 

· How do we sometimes respond in similar ways to God, and what are the consequences?

· If, as Jesus claimed, many “unrighteous” people will enter the kingdom of God, and many

“righteous” people won’t, what does that say to you about God’s system of justice?

· When is it too late to do the right thing?

Read Matthew 21:33-46 (Mark 12:1-12; Luke 20:9-19)

· What does the vineyard in this parable represent?

· Who do the tenants of the parable symbolize?

· Of whom are the servants and the son representative?

· Why does Christ’s kindness often fail to impress people?

· How does God’s Word soften some hearts like wax or harden others’ hearts like clay?
· How do you see the principles of this parable played out in our modern society?

APPLICATION

· What is one practical step you can take to submit to God and obey His Word this week?

And this cornerstone, this Rock of Ages, there are only two ways of approaching it — falling on it, or having it fall on you. Jesus said, “He who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, but he on whom it falls will be crushed” (Matthew 21:44). Fall on it and you will be broken to pieces. Have it fall on you and you will be crushed. Fall on it and your pride, your stubbornness, your self-will shall be broken to pieces. You will have to come in humility and submission, recognizing that the world and everything in it, including your personal life, are the property of God. You will have to acknowledge his ownership and give him what he is due. That is one approach. The only other approach is to resist and ultimately have the rock fall on you and crush you. 
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