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Matthew: Invitation or Rejection – Questions or Answers
INTRODUCTION

· If you could ask anyone any question at all, what would you want to know? 

EXPLORATION

Read Matthew 22:1:14 (Luke 14:15-24)
· What efforts did the king make to ensure his invitation was promulgated? 
· How did the people respond?  

· What was the king’s response and actions as a result of the people’s rejection to his formal invitation?
· Who was invited in the final round of invitations?
· What does the one guest’s failure to dress appropriately for the feast reveal about him and his attitude toward the king?

· What is significant about the comment, “For many are called, but a few are chosen.”

· In light of vv.1-14, what does a person need to do in order to participate in this marriage feast?

Read Matthew 22:15-40

Note:  The Jewish rulers asked Jesus three questions:

Matthew 22:15-22 (Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:19-26) 
· What question did the Pharisees and Herodians ask Jesus?  How did Jesus answer it?

Matthew 22:23-33 (Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-38) 
· What question did the Sadducees ask Jesus?  How did Jesus answer it?
Matthew 22:34-40 (Mark 12:28-34) 
· What question did the lawyer (the Sadducee) ask Jesus?  How did Jesus answer it?

Read Matthew 22:41-45 (Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44)
Note:  The Pharisees, along with Jesus, believed Psalm 110 was composed by David and referred to the Messiah.  Jesus is not disputing the fact that the Christ is to be in the line of David. (Matthew 1:1) But he points out that the Christ is greater than David, in fact is his Lord.  (NBS).   

· What questions did Jesus ask of the Pharisees?
· What important fact did the Pharisees point out about their answer?

· What final question did Jesus use to make His point? 
· What resulted in the asking of this last question?  Explain?
APPLICATION

· What is Jesus inviting you to do this week that will help you know him in a more personal way?
What questions do you need to have answered today to allow you to completely love the living God (with all your heart, soul, and mind)?
