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Our Mission: Reaching out to leaders who can change the world.
7 - 11 Aug 2006
Matthew 25:  Being Watchful, Talents, Sheep, and Goats

INTRODUCTION

· What would you do for God if you knew you could not fail?
EXPLORATION

Read Matthew 25:1-13

· How does this parable relate to Matthew 24?
· What is the difference between being wise and being foolish?
· How can we watch and prepare for Christ’s return?
Read Matthew 25:14-30 (Luke 19:12-27)

Note: The talents were of silver (money in Matt. 25:18 is argyrion, which means silver money). A talent weighed between 58 and 80 pounds. Thus the master entrusted his servants with considerable amounts of money. The amounts were in keeping with the men’s abilities.
· What did each of the servants do with their money and with what results? 

· How did the master react to the report of the first two servants? (25:16-24)
· In what ways did they do equally well? 
· What excuses did the third servant give for not investing his talent? (25:24-25)

· How did the master respond to the third servant’s explanation? (25:26-30)

· Besides money or material possessions, what are some resources God has placed in your care?

· What thoughts or attitudes contribute to laziness in fulfilling our Christian responsibilities?

· What stops you from investing your talents?

· What encourages you to serve God with your talents?

Read Matthew 25:31-46 

· What different messages did the King give to those on the right and those on the left?
· Why do the people on the left object to the King’s judgment?
· How do people usually determine whether they will be nice to somebody?

· How did Jesus’ life serve as an example to counter this practice? (Matthew 21:26-28)

· How would your behavior change if you treated each person in your life as if he or she were Jesus?
APPLICATION

· How can you invest your talents in serving God this week?

· What practical steps can you take today to treat each person as the least of these?
Because Antonio’s voice was high and squeaky, he did not make the tryouts for the Cremona Boy’s Choir. When he took violin lessons, the neighbors persuaded his parents to make him stop. Yet Antonio still wanted to make music. His friends gave him a hard time because his only talent was whittling. When Antonio was older he served as an apprentice to a violinmaker. His knack for whittling grew into a skill of carving and his hobby became his craft. He worked patiently and faithfully. By the time he died, he left over 1,500 violins, each one bearing a label that read, “Antonio Stradivarius.” They are the most sought-after violins in the world and sell for more than $100,000 each. Antonio couldn’t sing or play or preach or teach but his responsibility was to use his ability, and his violins are still making beautiful music today.
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