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14 - 18 Aug 2006
Matthew 26:  Plots, Perfume, and the Passover
INTRODUCTION

·  In what situations might it be wiser to be extravagant than frugal?
EXPLORATION

Read Matthew 26:1-5  (Mark 14:1-2, 10-11; Luke 22:1-6)
· What did Jesus say would happen at the Feast of the Passover? (26:2)
· What group got together in secret? Why? (26:3-4)

· Why would devout religious leaders plot to murder someone like Jesus?
Read Matthew 26:6-13 (Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-8)
· What did the woman do with her perfume, and how did the disciples react? (26:7-8)
· How did Jesus respond to the disciples’ indignation and muttering? (26:10)
· When are we most likely to bad-mouth the efforts of other believers?
· How do our actions reflect our level of devotion to God?
Read Matthew 26:14-16 
· With what group did Judas meet? Why? (26:14-15)

· What did Judas get for betraying Jesus? (26:15)

· Why do you think Jesus picked Judas (a man who would eventually betray Him) to be a disciple?
·  What keeps you from drifting in your commitment to Jesus? (Hebrews 2:1)
Read Matthew 26:17-30 (Mark 14:12-21; Luke 22:7-18; John 13:1-30)
· What new significance does Jesus give to the bread and wine of the Passover meal? (26:26-28)
· What is the significance of Jesus’ statement about when He would eat this meal again with His

disciples? (26:29)
· What prevents you from experiencing the Lord’s Supper in a meaningful way?  What helps you?
APPLICATION
· How would you evaluate your generosity on a scale of 1-10? (1 = meager to 10 = very generous)

· What attitudes that keep you from being more generous do you need to renounce and repent of

today?
Matthew 26:30 says, “When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives”. Jesus would have sung the final Hallel psalm as he drank the last cup. What was his song? "The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: ’The Lord’s right hand has done mighty things! The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!’ I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done" (Psalm 118:14-17).
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