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Matthew:  Visit of the Magi and Flight to Egypt
INTRODUCTION

· What was your most frightening brush with death? Explain.
EXPLORATION:  

Read Matthew 2:1-12
· What factors (internal and external) caused the wise men to make the journey from the East to Jerusalem?  (V. 2)
· What title did the Magi give to Jesus?  Why?
· What effects did the Magi’s inquiries have on Herod and on the city?
· What actions did Herod take in response his feelings and what did he find out? (Vv.3-5) 
· Why was a powerful king disturbed by the presence of a helpless baby? (V. 5, 6)
· How does it feel to have a rival—to feel as though you are being overlooked or replaced?

· What would a competitive, prideful, or insecure spirit look like in the Pentagon?

· Why did Herod have a secret meeting with the Magi and what did he ask them to do? (Vv.7-8)
· Describe the emotions and actions of the Magi when they left Jerusalem.  When they saw Jesus.
· How did the Magi show their sensitivity to the Spirit of God?
Read Matthew 2:13-18

· How did God guide Joseph to a safe location which fit into His plan? (Vv.13-15)
· What was Joseph’s response to God’s guidance?
· Why is it important to listen to God and to obey Him immediately?
· How long was Joseph to keep his family in hiding? (Hosea 11:1)
· Why is obeying what you already know necessary before God gives further guidance? (Jn 14:21)
· How did Joseph sustain his family while in Egypt?
· What was Herod’s emotional state and what did he do when he realized he had been tricked? 
· What was the response to Herod’s mass execution of children? (V.18) Jeremiah 31:15 Is it any different today?
APPLICATION

· What gift of time, effort, or money would demonstrate your love for Jesus this week?

· In what area of your life do you need to trust God more instead of being driven by competition?
Christians struggle with keeping a balance about God’s guidance.  We tend to overemphasize either intuitive, feeling-oriented ways of guidance or the totally rational intellectual approach.  God has made us capable of being guided by His Spirit’s using both our mind and our emotions.  
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