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Matthew:  Determination, Despair, Denial
INTRODUCTION

· Why is it dangerous to begin a sentence with the words, “I would never . . .”?  Share a time you

regretted using those (or similar) words.
EXPLORATION

Read Matthew 26:31-46 (Mark 14:27-42; Luke 22:31-46; John 18:1)
·  What predictions did Jesus make on the Mount of Olives? (v. 31) (Zechariah 13:7)
·  How did Peter and the rest of the disciples respond? (vv. 33, 35)

· What do you learn about God from the fact that Jesus did not scold or reject His disciples
even though He knew they would abandon Him?

· Why is human willpower inadequate to keep us from sinning?

· Describe Jesus’ disposition and the essence of His prayers?
· How did Jesus respond to His disciples each time He found them sleeping? (vv. 40, 44)

· Why is it significant that Jesus’ “sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground?” (Luke 22:44) 
Read Matthew 26:47-68 (Mark 14:43-65; Luke 22:47-54; John 18:2-14)
· What actions did the disciples take when Jesus was arrested? (vv. 51, 56)
· How were Peter’s actions consistent with his statement “Even if I have to die with you, I will never
disown you (v. 26:35 & John 18:10, 11)?
· When are we tempted to take matters into our own hands out of “devotion” to God?
· Why do you think Peter “followed Him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest”?

(vv. 57-58)

Read Matthew 26:69-75 (Mark 14:66-72; Luke 22:55-62; John 18:15-27)
· What happened because Peter believed his own estimate of his strength rather than Jesus’ warning? 
· What do you notice about the intensity of each denial by Peter? (vv. 70, 72, 74)
· What is the significance of Peter’s response after he heard the rooster crow? (v. 75)
·  When are you most tempted to downplay or even deny your Christian beliefs?
APPLICATION
· What actions do you need to take to acknowledge Christ more consistently?
Some people deny Jesus by their walk.  A rather pompous-looking deacon was endeavoring to impress upon a class of boys the importance of living the Christian life. "Why do people call me a Christian?" the man asked. After a moment’s pause, one youngster said, "Maybe it’s because they don’t know you."
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