DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS

Our Mission: Reaching out to leaders who can change the world.
4 - 8 Sept 2006
Matthew 27:  The Passion Of Christ

INTRODUCTION

· Describe the situation when you were at your weakest and most exhausted time in your life?

EXPLORATION

Read Matthew 27:32-44 (Mark 15:22-32; Luke 23:26-43; John 19:17-27)
· What three groups of people derided Jesus, and for what purpose?
· Why is Simon of Cyrene mentioned by name while others remain anonymous?

· How should the fact that Jesus underwent horrible abuse for you impact how you live your life?

· How is Jesus’ replay to the criminal in Luke 23:40-43 an encouragement to us?

Read Matthew 27:45-56 (Mark 15:33-41; Luke 23:44-49; John 19:28-37)

· List the events that occurred beginning at the sixth hour.   Which one is most significant for you?
· How did Jesus’ death affect the centurion and his squad of soldiers?  (v. 54)

· What did it mean that the sky turned black as Jesus hung on the cross?  What does it mean to you?
· What is the significance of the veil in the temple tearing in two from top to bottom as Jesus died?

· Why are the women followers of Jesus mentioned, and not the male disciples?

Read Matthew 27:57-66 (Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42)

·  What risk was Joseph of Arimathea taking in coming forward to bury Jesus? (Mark 15:42-43 and

John 19:38). 

· What did the religious leaders do to secure the tomb where Jesus was buried? Why? (vv. 65-66)
· What man-made precautions often give us a false sense of security and control in our lives?
APPLICATION

· What actions do you need to take to communicate to others - maybe for the very first time - that 
you are a follower of Jesus Christ?

The Cross. It rests on the time line of history like a compelling diamond. Its tragedy summons all sufferers. Its absurdity attracts all critics. Its hope lures all searchers. My what a piece of wood! History has idolized it. And despised it, gold plated it and burned it, worn it and trashed it. History has done everything to it but ignore it. That’s the one option that the cross does not offer.  No one can ignore it! You can’t ignore a piece of lumber that suspends the greatest claim in history. A crucified carpenter claiming that he is God on earth!  The cross.  It’s bottom line is sobering: if the account is true, it’s history’s hinge. Period.  If not, it’s history’s hoax.
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