DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS

Our Mission: Reaching out to leaders who can change the world.
11 - 15 Sept 2006
Matthew 28: The Resurrection & The Great Commission
INTRODUCTION

· If you could go back in time and witness any historical event, which one and why?
EXPLORATION

Read Matthew 28:1-15 (Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-11; John 20:1-8)
· What do the two Marys discover at first light after the Sabbath when they arrived at the tomb?
·  Describe the angel’s appearance and the extent of his message? 
·  What effect did the angel have on the guards at the tomb of Jesus?
·  For what different reasons were the women and the guards at the tomb?

·  As the women departed, describe their encounter with Jesus?
·  What words of encouragement and instruction did Jesus give them?
·  What did the guards do when they departed the tomb?  What was the outcome?
·  Why is the Resurrection important to the Christian faith?

·  What attitude should we have in light of Jesus’ resurrection?

Read Matthew 28:16:20 (Mark 16:15-18; Luke 24:46-47; John 20:21; Act 1:8)

·  Why did the disciples assemble on the specific mountain they chose? 

·  What responses did Jesus’ appearance elicit?
·  What did Jesus say about Himself?  Why is this significant?
·  Specify what Jesus commanded His disciples to do?

·  What activities were the disciples to be involved in?
·  What does it mean to “make disciples”?  

·  What role do you have in making disciples?

APPLICATION

· How could you describe to a person this week the proof of the Resurrection in your changed life?
· What steps can you take this week in the process of making disciples?

Depth of the Great Commission:  Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: "God authorized and commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I'll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age.   Matthew 28:19, 20 (The Message)
Breadth & Quantity of Sowing:  And He said to them, Go into all the world and preach and publish openly the good news (the Gospel) to every creature [of the whole human race]. Mark 16:15 (Amp Bible)
Surety of the Great Commission:  And said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. Luke 24:46-47 (ESV)
Model of the Great Commission:  He spoke to them again and said, "Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent me, so I send you.  John 20:21 (NLT)

Extent of the Great Commission:  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.   Act 1:8 (NASB)
