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Matthew:  Baptism
INTRODUCTION

· What are some of the initiation rights to newcomers of an organization?
EXPLORATION:  

Read Matthew 2:19-23

· Why was Jesus a Nazarene rather than an Egyptian?

· What can we learn from Joseph?
Read Matthew 3:1-12; Lk 1:11-17
Note: The Israelites had not had a prophet in centuries.  John brought a sense of immediacy to his message rather than an allusion to the distant future.  Even though insects are not a part of our normal diet, people living in the desert did not hesitate to eat them.  Locusts were among the clean foods (Lev 11:21-22).  A prophet’s “normal” garment was hair and a leather belt. 2 Ki 1:8
· Why would you describe John the Baptist as “different?”  Why did he live like that?
· Who came to hear him?
· What was John’s message to the people?  To the religious leaders?
· How did John’s message of personal responsibility for salvation compare to the message of the religious leaders?
· How was John received?
· What does it mean to repent?  How do you know when you’ve repented? Lk 3:10-14
· What was the purpose of John’s water baptism?
· Why was his message so powerful?
Read Matthew 3:13-17
Note:  All three persons are involved in Jesus’ baptism – the Father speaks, Son is baptized and Holy Spirit descends Isa 11:2. Mt 28:19.  Although baptism was known in Judaism, there was no Levitical requirement for it.  John used it as an outward expression of an inner change caused by the Holy Spirit.   Jesus’ baptism experience inaugurated His public ministry.  It shows that He was consecrated to God.  Jesus completely identified himself with man’s sin (even though he didn’t need repentance or cleansing from sin - He was sinless).  He demonstrated obedience.
· Do you think that John recognized Jesus as the Messiah at this point?  John 1:29-34
· If you were in John’s “sandals”, how would you have reacted to Jesus’ request? Heb 4:15
· What change took place in heaven after Jesus’ baptism?  Why is that significant?
· How would these events be interpreted by Jews familiar with prophecy like Isa 42:1?
· What was the relationship between the Father and Jesus?
APPLICATION

· Of what particular sin (s) do you need to repent today?
· What can you do to please God today?
