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Matthew:  Temptation and Public Ministry
INTRODUCTION

· Why are some temptations harder to resist than others?
EXPLORATION:  

Read Matthew 4:1-11 (Mark 1:12, 13; Luke 4:1-13)
· Who led Jesus into the wilderness and why?

· What spiritual discipline had Jesus accomplished and what was his physical condition?

· What were the three temptations presented to Jesus?
· What insight does Jesus’ answer give you on how He views the first temptation?  Deut 8:1-3
· How does the second temptation differ from the first and what technique (Psalm 91:11, 12) did the tempter use against Jesus? (vv. 5-7)  Deut 6:16

· How did Satan use the third temptation to reveal his ultimate goal?  (vv. 8-11)  Deut 6:13
· These same temptations were introduced to man in Genesis 3:6 and restated in 1 John 2:15, 16.  How are Jesus’ replies to the Devil, the answer to a variety of temptations we face?  (vv. 4, 7, 10)
· How does the Word of God play in resisting temptation?

· What happened after Jesus had resisted Satan’s temptations?
Read Matthew 4:12-17 (Mark 1:14, 15; Luke 5:1-11)
· What happened to John the Baptist and what was Jesus’ response to the news? (v. 12)
· What significance did Matthew see Jesus’ departure from Nazareth?  (v. 14)  Isaiah 9:1, 2
· What actions did Jesus take after settling in Capernaum? (v. 17)
Read Matthew 4:18-25 (Mark 1:16-20; Luke 4:14, 15; John 4:43-45)

· Describe the setting and Jesus’ call to his first four disciples?
· How did the disciples respond when Jesus said, “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men?”
· What did Jesus do as he went about all of Galilee?
· What happened when his fame spread throughout Syria?
· How would you describe the impact of Jesus’ initial ministry?
· What impresses you the most about the start of Jesus’ public ministry?

APPLICATION

· What can you do this week to resist the temptations you are facing now?
· How would you explain your calling to public ministry?    
Our calling is not primarily to be holy men and women, but to be proclaimers of the gospel of God. The one all-important thing is that the gospel of God should be recognized as the abiding reality.
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