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Matthew:  Jesus’ Inaugural Address
INTRODUCTION

· What are some ways people typically try to find happiness or fulfillment in life?

EXPLORATION:  

Read Matthew 5:1-12 (Luke 6:20)
· What seems to be Jesus’ motive in choosing this time and place to teach? Who was his audience?

· What pattern do you observe in what Jesus says in this section?

· What qualities and values are important to Jesus?

· Who do you know that prominently exemplifies at least one of the qualities of “The Beatitudes” and how is it demonstrated?

· Which ones do you desire most for yourself?

· In what ways is Jesus’ teaching contrary to our society’s point of view? 
· How does Jesus deal with persecution and how should we respond? (Vv. 11-12)  

Read Matthew 5:13-16

· Jesus describes his followers as salt.  What are the essential characteristics and effects of salt?
· As a clearly visible city on a hill or a lighted lamp in a house, what effect does Jesus expect his followers to have on the world around them?
· What specific attitudes and actions in our lives make us saltier and brighter lights as followers of Jesus Christ?
Read Matthew 5:17-20 
· What rumor was apparently being spread about Jesus and his view of the Old Testament?  Why?
· What is Jesus’ attitude and intention concerning the Old Testament law and the prophets?”
· What are some ways we occasionally encourage each other to bend or break God’s Word?
· What is the relationship between obedience and greatness in the kingdom of heaven?
· How can your righteousness surpass the righteousness of the Pharisees who kept all the laws meticulously?
APPLICATION

· Which one of “The Beatitudes” do you need to work on this week?

· How can you be salt and light to the people God has placed in your life?

God’s people are His preserving agents for a world that is corrupted and degenerating because of sin.  Your life is designed and commissioned by God to enhance a community and preserve what is good and right . . . If you are not in a right relationship with our Lord, however Jesus said we are like salt that has lost its saltiness and is, therefore good for nothing. ….If people around us are deteriorating spiritually, we need to go to our Lord and allow Him to adjust our lives so that we can be used to preserve others.  
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