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Matthew:  Life Lessons from the Master 
INTRODUCTION

· What’s the best advice you’ve been given for dealing with anger?

EXPLORATION
Read Matthew 5:21-48
· What pattern do you see in these verses?

· What new standard of right and wrong is Jesus creating?

The Sixth Commandment; Mt 5:21-26; Ex 20:13
· How does he link anger and murder?  Why?

· What sort of realization did Jesus say should interrupt our worship?

· Where and when is it best to settle disputes?

The Seventh Commandment; Mt 5:27-32; Ex 20:14; Dt:24:1-4
· How does Jesus continue the challenge of heart attitude as it relates to adultery?
· How might his message be misinterpreted?
· How does pornography feed the problem of adultery?
· What conditions were placed on divorce?
· How does divorce of this time compare to divorce today?
The Law of Oaths; Mt 5:33-37; Lev 19:12
· How do you think the people were misusing the oath tradition?
· How did Jesus update the ancient tradition of oath swearing?

The Law of Retaliation; Mt 5:38-42; Dt:19:20-21

· How did Jesus clarify the old standard?
· What quality should replace the desire for revenge?
The Law of Love Mt 5:43-48; Lv:19:18
Note: These words of “hate your enemy” are not found anywhere in the Old Testament.  However, hatred of one’s enemies was an accepted part of Jewish ethic at the time in some circles (The Dead Sea Scrolls work – The Rule of the Community).
· Why would Jesus ask you to love your enemy?

· Why does Jesus put so much emphasis on emotions rather than actions?

· How do problems with others affect our relationship with God?  Vice versa?

APPLICATION

· What relational conflict do you need to resolve?
· What can you do to insulate your marriage against affairs?
