
Life of David
Lesson #10 The Ark – Wrath and Blessing
INTRODUCTION

What helps you to worship God with reverence and awe?
OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note: Saul and his three sons died on Mount Gilboa.  After mourning and war, David became king over Israel. Swindoll writes, “Back in the days of David the central place of worship was not the believer but the tabernacle. And under Saul’s weak, negligent reign, the emphasis on the tabernacle sort of drifted away.  During this time, a particular piece of furniture had gotten separated from the tabernacle… In those days the loss of the ark meant that the presence of God had departed, because the Lord dwelt in His glory upon the Ark of the Covenant.  Even before the cross, worship was highly symbolic, related to types and pictures.  When the Israelites looked at the ark, they saw more than a box made of acacia wood and gold.  They saw holiness… the very glory of God.”
Read 2 Samuel 6:1-10

1. How did David and the people of Israel choose to celebrate the returning of the ark?
2. What role did emotions and good intentions play in their worship of God?
3. What technique did they use to prepare and transport the ark?  
4. What technique did God tell them to use?  Exodus 25:14; 1 Ch 15:13-15
5. Why did the Lord’s anger burn against Uzzah? Why did He strike him down? Num 4:15
6. How would you respond to someone who would say that God was unfair to Uzzah? 
7. How did David respond following Uzzah’s death?  Why?
8. As a leader, what part did David play in Uzzah’s death?
Read 2 Samuel 6:11-23

Note: Obed-Edom was a Levite of the family of Koath (1 Chronicles 26:4). This was the family within the tribe of Levi that God commanded to transport and take care of the ark.
9. How did David show that he learned his lesson about the importance of obedience in worship?
10. What new precautions does David take as he moves the ark to Jerusalem?  vv. 12-15
11. What actions did David take after the ark arrived in the City of David?  Explain.
12. What was Michal’s response to David?  Why? 

Note: Michal’s actions towards David (& God) showed she was more a daughter of Saul than a wife of David.  Her barrenness meant the house of Saul would not be a part of Israel’s eternal royal dynasty.

APPLICATION

In your private worship life, what can you do to treat God with the reverence and awe that He deserves? 

When it comes to obeying God, it’s the details – the rings and poles – that snag us.  Either we don’t want to go to the trouble of getting the poles, or we don’t want to carry them upon our shoulders.  So we grab a cart, rewrite the rules, and do it our own way.  When you disobey God’s precepts, He may not strike you dead like He did Uzzah, but His grief runs just as deep.  Are there some rings and poles you’ve been ignoring?  Claiming every source of income at tax time … being kind to someone else’s difficult child … honoring the authorities in your life?  Being a person after God’s heart means caring about what He cares about, grieving over what grieves Him, and being willing to do His will, His way…It is not rocket science.  Pay attention to the things God considers important.  Sweat the small stuff.  In one word: obey.
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