
Life of David
Lesson #11 When God Says “No”
INTRODUCTION

What are some requests that you’ve made to God where He said “no”?  How did you respond?
OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note: David was a courageous warrior that enjoyed being “in the field” with his men, but ended up at “headquarters” without a war.  He began to feel bothered that he had a beautiful home but the ark of God was housed in a tent.

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-29  [also recounted in 1 Chronicles 17:1-27]

1. What desire did David seem to imply to Nathan? v 2
2. How would you characterize the desire?  i.e. – good, selfish, bored, humble, admirable…
3. How would you characterize Nathan’s response? i.e. – helpful, worthless, crude…
4. Why does God say “no” to David’s proposal for a temple and “yes” to David’s dynasty? 1 Chr 22:6-10; 
1 Ki 5:3-5; 1 Chr 28: 2-6

5. What part of God’s response might have been a surprise to David?  A reassurance?

6. How did God feel about David’s request? Vv 6-7

7. What was David’s reaction to God’s ‘no’? v 18

8. How is the Christmas season a reminder of God’s faithfulness to the promise he made David? v 16; Lk 1:30-33 

9. What can we learn from David regarding our dreams/desires/ambitions?

10. What helps you accept God’s answers to your prayers, especially when they are ‘no’?

11. Read the Chuck Swindoll quote below.  Which of these is hardest for you to apply?  Why?

APPLICATION

What life dream, career goal or family plans are you beginning to sense God saying “no” to?

How will your response be like that of David, “a man after God’s own heart”?


Wisdom and Hope for Broken Dreams

· When God says “no” it is not necessarily discipline or rejection. It may be redirection.

· There are many good plans for my life, but God has the best one.

· When God says “no,” it means he has a better way and He expects me to support it.

· My very best reaction is cooperation and humility.

· God does not call everybody to build temples.  I must accept God’s will for my life.

· One of the hardest things to hear is that God is going to use someone else to accomplish 
something I thought was my objective.

· To be sensitive to God’s direction, I need to listen carefully to God from day to day.
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