Lesson 12 Articles
We live in times of gross immorality. The stability of the institution of marriage is threatened on every hand. The sanctity of the unique relationship between husbands and wives is disregarded all too often.

Jesus spoke of the danger of the lust of the eyes. In Matthew 5:27–30 he called for purity of thought. Adultery, like other sin, begins with the entertainment of the idea in the mind. Jesus warned against the lustful look by saying, “… every one who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”

Sin almost never consists of one deed alone. One sin begets another. In an attempt to cover one sin, David committed almost all of the other sins. He set himself up as his own god. A woman became his idol. In the name of Jehovah he did the will of Satan. He dishonored motherhood and fatherhood. He murdered. He stole his neighbor’s wife. He became a liar of the worst sort. His coveting was of the basest kind. In offending in one point he had broken all of God’s law. 

	The mind is subject to the will. We each control what we choose to think about. Paul wrote to the Corinthians that they should bring “every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). We have the ability to screen, select, admit, and cultivate what goes into our minds. We can keep our minds from wandering into evil thoughts by choosing to focus instead upon what is good (Phil. 4:8).
We also have the ability to choose how we will think about what we perceive with our senses. While we have no control over some things that come into our field of vision or within our range of hearing, we do control how we will think about what we perceive or sense, and how we will act on that information.

When things come into our range of sensation or perception, we must immediately evaluate them through the “filter” of God’s Word. If we find ourselves dwelling on a thought, we must ask ourselves, “Why am I thinking this? What is at the root of my thought? What will happen if I continue to think this way? Is that really the direction I want my life to go?”

We do not need to act out of ungodly impulses, desires, and lusts. We can govern what we choose to think and then what we choose to do. And in so doing, we can “do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). 




2 Sam 11:13 - David could have learned this technique of getting the man drunk enough to lose his inhibitions, ironically enough, from a study of the Torah’s account of the origins of the Ammonites (Gen 19:30–38), the very people Uriah was now fighting. 
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