
Life of David
Lesson #12 Dealing with Temptation
INTRODUCTION

Before David’s tryst, how do you think he would have reacted to the popularity of “Fifty Shades of Grey?” Gal 6:7
OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note:  David was about 50 years old and he had been on the throne for approximately 20 years.  He distinguished himself as a man of God.  He realized God had established him as king over Israel and God was blessing his life. He enjoyed the highest promotion and the largest command. Yet there were areas of private neglect beginning to take their toll such as taking on more wives and concubines (2 Samuel 5:13).  This act was in violation of Deuteronomy 17:14-17 as it refers to the responsibilities of the king.  “He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray.” Chuck Swindoll points out that David’s lust and polygamy secretly began to erode his integrity.  His overwhelming success made him vulnerable as he was growing in prestige, fame, and significance and he was unaccountable as he began to indulge himself.

Read 2 Sam 11:1-13

1. What significance do you see in the timing of David’s sin?
2. James 1:14-15 describes how temptation can lead to sin and death.  Describe how this happened with David and Bathsheba. 
3. What could David and Bathsheba have done to prevent this sin?  1 Cor 10:13; James 4:7-8; 
2 Tim 2:22; Eph 6:10; Matt 26:41
4. What actions did David take when Bathsheba told him she was pregnant?  Why?
5. How did David respond to Uriah’s integrity?  What is your reaction to Uriah? Explain.
Note: Joab probably had to take the blame for bad “generalship” by allowing such a poor tactical maneuver that it would result in Uriah’s death. He also gained a debt from David.
6. Both David and Joseph (Gen 39:6b-12) faced sexual temptation, but reacted differently.  Why?

Read 2 Sam 11:14-27
7. Why was Lev 20:10 and Deut 22:22 not a deterrent to David?  

8. Who else was impacted by David’s sin?  What can we learn from this?

9. How does one sin lead to another in this story until David has broken the 6th, 7th, 9th, and 10th commandments?  How might this happen to each of us? I Cor 10:12

10. How would you advise someone who has the following attitudes towards a particular sin in their life:  1) ‘I can handle it’, or 2) ‘I just can’t help myself’.

APPLICATION

Even “a man after God’s own heart” can fall.  What disciplines do you have in your life that keep you from making the same mistake as David?  

Playing with sin is playing with fire.  If you do not snuff out temptation when it first sparks in your mind, the fire may burn out of control.  What started as a lustful thought in David’s mind spread to adultery, which spread to deception, which culminated in murder.  Take temptation seriously.  Stop sin before it ever starts.  And if there’s already a blaze of sin charring your life, it’s not too late to turn from your wrong and experience the cool, quenching water of the Spirit’s forgiveness.
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