Lesson 13 Articles
12:14 Why did the son born to Bathsheba die, since it was David who committed the sin? Behavior that ignores the Lord’s purposes and precepts always hurts others, including the “innocent”; this is one of sin’s most terrifying realities. As an example, an inebriated driver rams his car into a church van full of young people on the way to a conference. David’s high-handed and sinful behavior toward Bathsheba and Uriah led to turmoil and great sadness within his own family, including the death of this newborn son.

If you and I deal with our sin genuinely, openly, and immediately, God can lessen the severity of our discipline. This makes sense in the light of the nature of discipline. Discipline is designed to get us to change, to obey. If God sees that we want to cooperate and that we have purposed in our hearts to obey the next time, then stern discipline is not usually needed.

The Book of Proverbs teaches us repeatedly to seek out godly counsel (Prov. 12:15; 13:10; 15:31; 19:20). We must be careful that the person giving us counsel is in step with the Lord. While we are all fellow travelers on the path toward godly wisdom, we would be wise to lean on each other for support along the way.

12:13–14 In a remarkable display of humility and contrition, David confessed his guilt in the single most significant dimension of his sinful act: “I have sinned against the Lord” (v. 13; cf. Ps 51:4 [Hb. v. 6]). David had certainly also sinned against Uriah, Bathsheba, and unnamed soldiers; but those offenses were derivative and secondary in nature. Had David not rebelled against the Lord’s Word, these persons would not have been murdered or abused.

David’s confession came with immediacy, without denial, and without excuse; the Lord’s forgiveness was equally direct and unrestrained. It also was without cost: forgiveness was granted the king without requiring him first to make animal sacrifices or give great gifts to the Lord. In an unadorned fashion Nathan responded to David by declaring that “the Lord has taken away your sin.”

The Lord’s forgiveness was also accompanied by great mercy. The Torah declared that all murderers and adulterers must die (cf. Gen 9:6; Exod 21:12; Lev 20:10; 24:17; Deut 22:22); nevertheless, in what Baldwin terms “the turning-point in the life of David,” the Lord declared that David was “not going to die.” Why did the Lord choose not to enforce the unambiguous requirements of the Sinai covenant? There can be but one answer: because he is “the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion, and sin” (Exod 34:7). David lived for the same reason that the nation of Israel would live beyond its sin (cf. Deut 32:26–27; Hos 11:8).
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