Lesson 15 Articles
2 Sam 15:19-22 David was certainly aware that foreign forces sometimes switched loyalties in the heat of battle (cf. 1 Sam 14:21); he himself had once been sent away from a military confrontation for fear that he would do the same (cf. 1 Sam 29:4–7). Knowing that such a change in loyalties would only compound his woes, David ordered Ittai and his forces to “go back and stay with King Absalom.” It seems strange that David would use the title “king” with reference to Absalom; perhaps, as Gordon suggests, it was a test.139 If Ittai obeyed the king’s command, he would go with the king’s blessing.

However, Ittai confounded David by rejecting the king’s command. Instead, he bound himself with a loyalty oath sworn on the lives of both Yahweh and David. In a commitment rivaling that of Ruth toward Naomi (cf. Ruth 1:16–17), Ittai indicated that “wherever my lord the king may be, whether it means life or death, there will your servant be” (v. 21). Taking the Philistine general at his word, David reversed his decision and ordered Ittai to “march on” (v. 22) with his own forces “and the families that were with him.

139 Gordon, I and II Samuel, 273.
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