
Life of David
Lesson #15 Friend Indeed
INTRODUCTION
Why do you think that most men have a hard time making close friends?
OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note:  David’s life was in shambles.  He was trying to get over the guilt of his sin, his family was falling apart, and politically he had lost respect and authority as a leader.  He’s hurting but not ready to relinquish his kingship.  He flees the city named after him as his son Absalom takes control.  2 Sam 15:16
Read 2 Samuel 15:18-22

Note:  A Gittite is someone from the land of Gath, Goliath’s home and David’s place of refuge while on the run from Saul.
1. What did David say to Ittai?  How does Ittai demonstrate his friendship to David? 
Read 2 Sam 15:23-29
Note:  The arc had been taken out of Jerusalem to support David’s claim to the throne (and God’s divine favor).  David rejected this reasoning and was more concerned about the arc than in himself.
2. Who are Zadok and Abiathar?  How does David want them to express their friendship?

3. What might have been going through their minds?  Was it OK for priests to be spies?
Read 2 Samuel 15:30-32

Note:  A man’s coat was torn and his head covered with dust to express total bankruptcy. Hushai was probably very old.
4. How does Hushai express his friendship to David?

5. How can “being there” serve as the most helpful aid to a hurting friend?  What prevents us from “being there?”

Read 2 Samuel 17:27-29
Note:  David had to leave the capital in such a hurry that he left most cooking utensils, food and bedding behind.  Perhaps this inspired David to write Psalm 23:5
6. How do these three men express their friendship to David?  

7. Friends know our needs and provide as necessary.  How would can they know our needs? How might a person’s faith influence their willingness to do good deeds?  James 2:15-17

Read 2 Samuel 19:1-8

8. What did Joab do?  Why did Joab have the freedom to speak to the king in this way?

9. How did David respond to Joab?

10. Why is it important to have a friend that will speak the truth in love?

APPLICATION

David was “a man after God’s own heart” and also needed friends.  Who are your friends?  Who would name you as a friend?  How do you know your friend’s needs?  What provisions are you making for your friends?

Friends are not optional, but essential.  They are not automatic but must be cultivated.  They are not neutral, they impact our lives.  They come in varying degrees, some of whom play a more significant role in our lives.  We are only open and vulnerable to close friends.  Those with no intimate friends are among the loneliest in the world.
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