
Life of David
Lesson #16 True Forgiveness

INTRODUCTION
When you have been harshly corrected, how did you respond?  Was the experience valuable?
OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note:  During this period, David’s son, Absalom, through conspiracy, had proclaimed himself king.  David is on the run for his life and at his lowest ebb.  This may be when he wrote Psalm 40.  Verse 12 says, “For troubles without number surround me; my sins have overtaken me, and I cannot see.  They are more than the hairs of my head, and my heart fails within me.” (NIV)  In refusing to cling to the throne David was like Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Phil 2:6-8.  “As we follow David through these days of humiliation and shame . . . we nevertheless understand more perfectly that he was indeed a man after God's own heart. This is radiant illustration of the deep and inward peace given to any man who is living in fellowship with God in motive and desire."  (Morgan)
Read 2 Sam 16:5-14
Note: Throwing stones was symbolically a “Torah-style” execution. Lev 24:16
1. Why was Shimei cursing David?  What was his motivation?
2. Why was Shimei wrong in his accusations of David regarding:  1) His current plight was a result of how David treated Saul and his family.  2) David was to blame for Saul’s ruin,  and 3) David was a bloodthirsty man.
3. What was David’s first response to Shimei’s accusations?
4. Why do you think David attributes Shimei’s cursing from God? Dt 32:35; 1 Pet 2:23
5. What does this say about David’s character? About David’s view of God’s character?
Read 2 Sam 19:18-23
Note: Cursing the Lord’s anointed violated the Torah. Ex 22:28
6. How would you describe Shimei’s attitude and action now?  What was his motivation?  
7. What was Abishai’s solution?  When are we like Abishai?  Like Shimei?
8. Why do you think David could forgive Shimei and even spare his life? 
9. What is our first reaction when we are wrongly accused?  What can we learn from David in these two sets of verses that can help us to overcome a knee-jerk reaction?
APPLICATION

· Who do you need to forgive?  What steps will you take this week to forgive that person(s)?

· How can our first response be one of grace and not retaliation?  (Keep the proper perspective.)

Swindoll asks how could David forgive Shimei?  “He kept his vertical focus clear …and was very much aware of his own failures.”  He says if we are to develop a spirit of forgiveness in our lives, if we are to put forgiveness into action, we need to do several things.

· We must cultivate a thicker layer of skin, a buffer to take those jolts that come our way.

· We can try to understand where the offender is coming from.  (God is good at grace)

· We should recall times in our own life when we needed forgiveness.

· We need to verbalize our forgiveness.  Say it, don’t just think it.  It is therapeutic to the offender.
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