David Lesson 4 Article
God’s Sovereignty

The year 1809 was a very good year.  Of course, those who were alive that year didn’t know it.  Only history tells the story.  Those who were living in 1809 focused on Napoleon who was marching across Austria like a fire across a Kansas wheat field.  As hamlets, villages and cities fell into his grip, people began to wonder if all of the world would someday fall into his hands.

During that same period of time, thousands of babies were born in Britain and America. But who cared about babies and bottles and cribs and cradles while Napoleon was doing his thing in Austria.

Well, someone should have cared because in 1809 William Gladstone was born in Liverpool.  Alfred Tennyson began his life in Lincolnshire.  Oliver Wendell Holmes cried for the first time in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  A few miles away in Boston, Edgar Allen Poe began his brief and tragic sojourn on earth.  That same year Charles Darwin and Robert Charles Winthrop wore their first diapers.  And in a little log cabin in Hardin County, Kentucky, an illiterate laborer and his wife named their newborn son Abraham Lincoln.
The lives of these statesmen, writers, and thinkers would mark the generation of an era.  But nobody cared about those nobodies while Napoleon was moving through Austria.  The strange thing is, today only history buffs could name one battle that Napoleon fought in Austria.  But there is not a life of a person alive today that has not been touched in some way by the lives of those men I’ve just named.  Nobodies, nobody noticed.

If you and I had been a Jew living in the year 1020 BC, the same could have been said of us.  All of our attention would have been focused on the man named Saul, the first king of Israel.  He was the focal point of the Jewish world at the time.  He was taking the country by storm.  Meanwhile, “nobody” was tending the sheep for his Judean father on a hillside near the hamlet of Bethlehem.  A little boy named David whom nobody noticed … except God.
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Belatedly, Saul acknowledged that he “sinned” (v. 24). What had motivated Saul to move away from obedience to God’s command? Fundamentally it was misdirected fear: instead of fearing the Lord, Saul “was afraid of the people” (cf. Mark 11:32; John 7:13). Because of that misguided fear, Saul gave in to the people.  As the prophet turned to leave, Saul grabbed the “hem” of his robe. The Torah required tassels to be present on this portion of the robe as symbolic reminders of all of the Lord’s commands, and it was likely the tassel that Saul actually grabbed. When Saul “tore” the corner tassel from Samuel’s robe, he dramatically symbolized his breach of the Lord’s command. Samuel immediately picked up on the significance of Saul’s act and pronounced a further oracle of divine rejection. Using imagery appropriate to the situation, he added the time element in the Lord’s judgment: “today” (v. 28). Though Saul might continue to act as Israel’s king, “one better” than Saul, that is, one more careful than Saul to keep the Lord’s commands, was being given to the kingdom of Israel.

As Saul is a picture of the carnal life, so David is a picture of the spiritual life of the believer who walks by faith in the Lord. It is true that David sinned. Unlike Saul, however, David confessed his sins and sought to restore his fellowship with God.
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