  

Life of David
Lesson #4 God’s Man, God’s Way
INTRODUCTION

Who is someone you know who succeeded in life despite their external appearances/circumstances?  What enabled them to succeed?
OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note:  Since God had led the Israelites out of Egypt to the Promise Land, they had been led by “judges”. These judges were called by God to not only perform judicial functions, but also to rally the people in times of spiritual and military crisis.  During Samuel’s tenure (the last judge) they called for a king to become like other nations (1 Sam 8:20) and he anointed Saul, the people’s choice.  Philistine oppression united the Israelites under Saul’s military leadership.  His son’s (Jonathon) death opened the way for David to succeed Saul as king. 

Read 1 Sam 15:35 – 16:13

1. Samuel was a spiritual man … yet he fell into a human trap.  What was it?  How did he recover?
2. What does this teach us about our own tendencies?  About God?
3. What was it about Saul’s character that concerned Samuel?  Why is character important?
4. David was chosen because he was a man after God’s own heart.  vs 7 What does that mean?
5. Based on our previous studies of Psalm 23, why was tending sheep good preparation for David?
6. How has God used your previous jobs/assignments as proving grounds for future service? 
Read 1 Sam 16:14-23
Note: Saul’s tortured state was not an accident of nature, nor was it essentially a medical condition. It was a supernatural assault by a being sent at the Lord’s command, and it was brought on by Saul’s disobedience.37 Through his repeated disobedience Saul had entered into a living, personal judgment that God brought against him. This punishment was carried out by a divinely created agent of judgment, “an evil spirit from the Lord.”38 This is the only time in the Old Testament that an individual is noted as being tormented by a troubling/evil spirit.

7. Why would God allow Saul to be tormented? vs 14

8. What impact did this have on Saul?  On David?

9. What does verse 18 reveal about David’s character?  What can we learn from this?

10. What else do we learn about David’s character based on verses 21-23?

11. How does our attitude about our job impact our performance, reputation, and witness for Christ? Col 3:22-24  How have you seen this demonstrated in yourself and/or others?

12. How can we overcome the temptation to be self-serving? Phil 2:3-11
APPLICATION

Before God, are you faithful in the little things (like shepherding)? … Or just in the big things? What are you doing now as a result of God’s preparation? What does God want you to do to become “His man, His way?”
DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS
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37 W. Brueggemann suggests that Saul’s “disturbance has to do with alienation rooted in a theological disorder” and is “both theological and psychological” (First and Second Samuel, IBC [Louisville: John Knox, 1990], 125).


38 This line of reasoning could also be used to explain the enigmatic word spoken to King Ahab by the prophet Micaiah (cf. 1 Kgs 22:19–23).
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