David Lesson 5 Article
	

	Often we want too much, too soon. This is often true in our desire to become highly competent. But skills take time to fully develop. We acquire wisdom over time and build character slowly.
David knew about the development of competency over time. Samuel anointed David as king of Israel fairly early in his life, probably when he was a teenager. Yet David did not automatically become king.

In the military realm, few people experienced as much success as David. Yet David slew a bear and a lion long before he encountered Goliath. God was working in David during his shepherd days, giving him experiences that would build his courage. David’s faith grew as he saw the Lord’s presence in his life during memorable experiences.

And so it is with our competency. The Lord works in us over time, helping us to develop and hone certain skills, in the end making us effective and successful.




There is also a typical lesson here, for David is a picture of Jesus Christ. David’s name means “beloved,” and Christ is God’s beloved Son. Both were born in Bethlehem. Both were rejected by their brethren. (Of course, when David became king, his brethren received him, just as the Jews will receive Christ when He returns to reign.) David was anointed king years before he was permitted to reign, just as Christ is King now but will not reign on earth until Satan is banished. King Saul typifies Satan in this present age; for Saul was rejected and defeated, yet permitted to reign until David came to the throne. Satan is permitted to persecute God’s people, yet one day he will be defeated.


Just as David was sent by his father to the battlefield, so Christ was sent by the Father to this world. Goliath illustrates Satan in his pride and power. Read carefully Luke 11:14–23. Satan is the strong man guarding his goods (people under his control), and Christ is the Stronger Man who overcomes him. Christ invaded Satan’s kingdom, overcame his power, took his armor, and now is dividing his spoils by saving lost souls and making them children of God. This is what David did that day: he overcame the strong man and allowed Israel to divide the spoils (vv. 52–54). We Christians do not simply fight for victory, we fight from victory, the victory won at the cross (Col. 2:15). “Be of good cheer,” said Jesus, “I have overcome (John 16:33).”

David, the Lord’s anointed one, discerned a theological purpose in warfare. This perspective is one that must be examined because it is of utmost importance for understanding the mind-set of orthodox Israelites in the Old Testament. For David—and, we judge, for all Old Testament Israelites of true faith in God—armed conflict was fundamentally a religious event.60 Only when the Lord willed it were Israelites under David’s command to engage in it (cf. 2 Sam 5:19). And when the Lord ordained battle for David’s troops, it was to be performed in accordance with divine directives (cf. 2 Sam 5:23–25). Furthermore, because soldiers were performing God’s work, only individuals who were in a state of ritual purity were to participate in military missions (cf. 1 Sam 21:5). The Lord was the one who gave victory to David and his troops in battle (cf. v. 47; 2 Sam 22:30, 36, 51), and thus the Lord alone was worthy of praise for David’s and Israel’s military successes (2 Sam 22:47–48)
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