  

Life of David
Lesson #5 David vs Goliath
INTRODUCTION

What is the toughest challenge you have faced?  How did you respond?
OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note:  The valley of Elah where David fought Goliath was not a narrow ravine, but more like a vast canyon.  It was over a mile wide with the armies camped on each side.  Goliath (from Gath – the land of giants) was 9’ 9” tall, wore a coat of mail that went from shoulder to knee.  This body armor weighed about 195 lbs.  He wore a bronze helmet, bronze leggings (greaves) to protect his shins and carried a spear with a 23 lb. metal tip.  He also had a “shield carrier” that went in front of him with a man-sized shield.  He trained as a warrior since his youth (17:33).  The closest Israeli warrior to his size was probably Saul (1 Sam 9:2).  By the time David arrived, Goliath had made his challenge each morning and evening for 40 days by yelling from across the valley.  Modern ballistic testing of David’s device show that it had the stopping power of a 38 and the accuracy to easily kill rabbits.  It was used at long distance rather than in close contact.
Read 1 Sam 17

1. Why wasn’t David already in the army?  How were his brothers prepared for battle?
2. Why did David go?  How was he prepared for the battle?
3. What was David’s reception from his oldest brother?  (v. 28) How realistic is this “older brother syndrome” to us?  How did David react?  What’s the lesson here?
Note: Courageous people look to God and trust His guidance. David’s brothers mocked him. Saul pacified him. Goliath made fun of him. But their negative talk did not affect David. Every time God calls you to follow Him, expect opposition, even from surprising sources.

4. What might have been going through David’s mind when he first saw the battlefield?  Goliath?
5. What goes through your mind when facing a seemingly impossible task?
6. What was the reward for killing Goliath?  How did the reward motivate David? 
7. What impresses you about the conversation and battle between David and Goliath? vv. 41-49
8. What is significant about the way David defeated Goliath?
9. How was God glorified by the “weaker” defeating the obviously “stronger?”
10. Normally we take on responsibilities for which we feel qualified.  How do we respond when God calls us beyond our demonstrated capabilities?

11. Why would God bring victory to David but not to the Israelites when they faced the Amalekites and Canaanites in Numbers 14:36-44?  How do we avoid the pitfall of presuming God’s favor when we face the ‘Goliaths’ in our lives?

APPLICATION
What previous spiritual victories might encourage you to face future battles? How can you remember them?
"For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies of the living God?"
You see, the eyes of faith see a completely different issue: it is not a threat to my security, but it is a defiance of the power, presence, and very character of the LORD of Hosts!  David sees it not as the armies of Israel being run down, but bigger than that--the armies of the living God!! It is not my reputation at stake, but Jehovah’s--and for me to allow Goliath to have victory is tantamount to telling the Almighty that this is one problem He is not big enough to handle.
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