
Life of David
Lesson #6 True Friendship
INTRODUCTION

Who is someone that you consider a close friend?  Why?  What helps sustain that friendship?
OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note:  Last week we ended with 1Samuel 17:58 “’Whose son are you, young man?’  Saul asked David.  David said, ‘I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.’”  David gained superstar status, instant popularity, and became a national hero.  Chuck Swindoll indicates that “David’s life unfolds into four different relationships:  a relationship of submission with Saul; a relationship of affection with Saul’s son, Jonathan; a relationship of affection with the people of Israel; and a relationship of opposition with Saul that lasted year after year after year.”

Read 1 Sam 18:1-5

1. What traits/experiences did David and Jonathan have in common?  1 Sam 14:1, 6, 13-14 What impact did this have on their friendship?
Note: Their close friendship blessed not only themselves, but eventually all of Israel. We need each other to move forward in faith.

2. What was the significance of their exchange in verse 4?
3. What does verse 5 reveal about David’s character?
Read 1 Sam 19:1-10

4. What is significant about Jonathan’s response to Saul’s threat to kill David?
5. Why is loyalty such an important part of close friendships?   How do we develop such loyalty?
Read 1 Sam 20:12-17
6. What is meant by the “covenant” of Jonathan and David?  Why was it significant?
7. Why didn’t David and Jonathan simply get rid of Saul?  What does this reveal about them?

8. What aspects of accountability do you see in David and Jonathan’s relationship?   What can we learn from this?
9. What obstacles do men face today in the quest to develop close friendships? How can we overcome these obstacles?  What has helped you in this regard?
APPLICATION
What is one action step can you take this week to make a friend or to improve the quality of your friendships?
Chuck Swindoll identifies four characteristic of intimate friendship: An intimate friend is:

1) willing to sacrifice, 
2) a loyal defense before others, 
3) intimate friends give each other complete freedom to be themselves,

4) a constant source of encouragement.
David:  A Man of Passion & Destiny, Pages 53-54 
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