
Life of David
Lesson #7 DOING WHAT IS RIGHT
INTRODUCTION

What is your favorite means of staying close enough to God that you can discern His will?
OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note:  David begins his flight from Saul. Ahimelich, the priest, provided David with ‘holy bread’ and Goliath’s sword.   He went through Gath; pretended to be insane; averts Achish king of Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam.  When David’s family heard about it, they join him there along with all those who were in distress or in debt or discontented.  Those four hundred men made David their captain.  After a warning from the prophet Gad, David departed there.  Saul sought him every day and David was afraid.  Jonathan visited David while in the Wilderness of Ziph at Horesh, and helped David find strength in the Lord.  Jonathan told him not to be afraid and that he would not let his father, Saul, lay hand on him.  He also told David that David would be king and he (Jonathan) would be second in command.  He said, “Even my father, Saul, knows this.”  Nevertheless, Saul made it very clear to his men that they were to find David so he could kill him. (1Samuel 21-23)

Read 1 Samuel 24:1-22

1. What factors might have convinced David that it was God’s will for him to kill Saul?
2. How would you evaluate the counsel of David’s men?  What’s the application for today?
3. How does David’s response to his conscience affirm the Holy Spirit’s work in his life? v 5
4. What is David’s commitment to and attitude about someone that God has anointed?  What does this say about his character?

5. What advice and counsel does he give his men?  Why would they listen to him?

6. What is significant about how David addresses Saul? Why did he prostrate himself? v 8

7. What commitment did David make to Saul? v 12  Why?
8. What do you think David is trying to communicate to Saul in this exchange?
9. How would you evaluate Saul’s response to David? vv 16-21 Sincere or fake?  Explain.

10. Following Saul’s emotional response to David, why do you think David and his men returned to their stronghold? v 22What does this tell us about David?

11. What do we learn about David’s leadership in this episode?
APPLICATION
· Revenge is a natural response.  How can we allow the Holy Spirit to help us avoid responding in the flesh?
· Is there an authority figure in your life with whom you have difficulty submitting?  How do you plan to resolve it?
DISCIPLESHIP GROUPS
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