David Lesson 8 Articles
To many modern readers, David’s means of supporting his troops appears to be a form of illegal extortion. Life in the ancient wilderness, however, was vastly different from our own. While some property owners obviously objected to David’s demands, his expectations do not appear to have been excessive by the standards of his own day. Apparently Nabal’s servants and even his own wife felt that David was due some compensation for the protection he afforded Nabal’s shepherds in the wilderness.

Although it is nowhere explicit, our author seems to imply that Nabal’s rebuff to David was politically motivated. Nabal, like the Ziphites (23:19) and the inhabitants of Keilah (23:12), remained loyal to Saul. Abigail, on the other hand, took provisions to David, not just because he was a powerful warlord, but because the Lord had appointed him prince over Israel (25:30). The struggle for Israel’s throne had become a bitterly contested issue which even divided many families.

David’s understanding of his role as Israel’s future ruler also seems to have matured during this period. He had decided in the cave at Engedi that he would not raise up his hand against the lawful king. Now in Carmel he is led to see that he should not use his power to ride roughshod over his opponents among the common people either (25:26, 33).

David, therefore, decided to forego his brutal retaliation for Nabal’s insult (v. 22). Instead he left his judgment in God’s hands. Within a week Nabal was dead, and his winsome spouse was soon to become David’s wife.

David’s reaction to the insult was understandable. The more he thought about what Nabal had said, the angrier he became, and the more justified he felt in taking revenge. All of us know times when some incident serves as the last straw. How much we need the perspective that Abigail brought to David at that time!

David’s anger was understandable, but not justified. Abigail showed great sensitivity in helping David with his anger. Note: * She brought David food, and in this acted to correct the situation that had made David angry. Where an injustice has been committed, we must try to correct it. * She asked David for forgiveness. This is a godly alternative to striking out in an attempt to obtain revenge. * She pointed out the consequences of acting in anger. David would be guilty of shedding blood needlessly. And later, when David became king, his action might erode the confidence and support of the people of Judah. * She also urged David to leave vengeance in God’s hands. God, who rights all wrongs, would care for David—and take care of all David’s enemies. Impressed by the words of this bold and yet humble woman, David blessed her for keeping him from acting hastily.

Nabal and Saul. Some commentators note a similarity between Nabal and Saul. Each is hostile to a loyal and honest David. Each goes against the advice of family and retainers. Each ultimately is struck down by God, not by David. Samuel even told Saul he acted foolishly, using the same Hebrew letters that make up Nabal’s name (13:13). The evil each did David returned to condemn him. What a lesson for us. Let’s let our enemies’ own acts condemn them, rather than take revenge. 
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