
Life of David
Lesson #8 How Do Leaders Get Revenge?
INTRODUCTION

What methods do we sometimes use to “get even” with those who mistreat us?
OBSERVATION/INTERPRETATION

Note: In David’s time, wild tribes often stole livestock and assaulted villages.  It was common for the owner of the animals to set aside a portion of his profits for those that protected his shepherds (like tipping).  In the context of that day, even though “Nabal” literally means “fool,” it didn’t mean a simpleminded person but a person who said, “There is no God.” He was one of David’s kinsmen and was certainly aware of the conflict between David and Saul.
Read 1 Sam 25:1-17

1. Who is Nabal?  Abigail?
2. What was David’s response to Nabal’s tightfistedness?  
3. Why is David’s response to Nabal different from his response to Saul in 1 Sam 24?   
4. Was David justified in his response?  Explain. (Hint:  Revisit this question after reading the next section, particularly verses 32-34).
Read 1 Sam 25:18-35
5. How would you evaluate David’s plan to get even with Nabal?
6. What impresses you about Abigail’s response when she finds out what has happened? 

7. Why did the messengers go to her rather than Nabal?

8. What do verses 32-34 reveal about David’s character?  

Read 1 Samuel 25:36-42

9. Abigail chose not to tell her husband right away.  What happened when she finally did?
Note:  “Becoming like stone” was a common Aramaic term describing paralysis due to a heart attack or stroke.
10. What was David’s response to Nabal’s death (Psalm 40:1-2)?  What was God teaching him?
11. What can we learn from David’s teachability and willingness to change? Gal 6:9
APPLICATION

· Read Rom 12:19-21 What are some additional ways we can overcome evil with good?

· How can this study affect your attitude and actions toward that someone that mistreated you?

“Watch and Pray …”

In a sermon on this slice of David’s life, Charles Spurgeon makes the following comments:  Learn from this dear brethren, that the best of men need to be always on the watch, lest, in some sudden temptation, they should be carried off their feet.  You may fancy that you have no occasion to fear certain forms of temptation, but you do not know what you may do.  The wall of resolution may be strong in one particular wind; but let the wind only blow from another quarter, and the wall may speedily fall.   You may think yourself to be strong simply because, as yet, you have not been tested and tried as you will be sooner or later; and then, in a single moment, when you are least prepared for it, you may be overthrown.  Remember our Lord’s words to His disciples, “What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch”; for, in such an hour as ye think not, temptation may come upon you; and woe be unto you if you are not found watching.  Therefore, commit yourselves unto the Lord, and “watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation.”
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