Lsn 1 Article
Psalm 23’s Perfection
The twenty-third psalm is certainly the best loved of all the confidence psalms and probably the best loved of all Scriptures. David wrote it to express his confidence in the Lord’s care for him. As he reflected on that care, he realized that it was very much like the care of a shepherd for his sheep (vv. 1–4) and the care of a host for his guests (vv. 5–6).

David was very familiar with both. Much of his time during his boyhood years was occupied with the care of his father’s sheep, and one of his duties as a king was hosting guests.

In this psalm, the sandal is on the other foot. Here David is not the shepherd but the sheep and not the host but the guest, and it is none other than the Lord God himself who is doing the shepherding and the hosting.

How often we surf across the Scriptures without truly pondering what we are reading and without receiving the blessing such pondering brings! Think about the Lord caring for his people as a shepherd and host. What a privilege! And it is this sense of privilege that permeates and dominates this psalm. Peter Jeffery writes: ‘Psalm 23 is pre-eminently a psalm of privilege. It speaks throughout of what God does for his people.… David is not praying in this Psalm, he is not asking God to do something for him. Rather he is rejoicing in what the Lord has done and continues to do in his life.’1
Ellsworth, R. (2006). Opening up Psalms (pp. 43–44). Leominster: Day One Publications.

1. The LORD -- perfect God
2. is my shepherd -- perfect keeper
3. I shall not want. -- perfect satisfaction
4. He makes me -- perfect director
5. to lie down -- perfect rest
6. in green pastures: -- perfect supply
7. he leads me -- perfect guidance
8. beside the still waters. -- perfect peace
9. He restores -- perfect restoration
10. my soul: -- perfect self
11. paths of righteousness -- perfect holiness
12. for his name's sake. -- perfect object
13. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, -- perfect trust
14. I will fear no evil: -- perfect protection
15. for thou art with me; -- perfect companionship
16. thy rod -- perfect defense
17. and thy staff -- perfect help
18. they comfort me. -- perfect solace
19. Thou prepares -- perfect provision
20. a table -- perfect food
21. before me -- perfect presence
22. presence of mine enemies: -- perfect safety
23. thou anoints my head with oil; -- perfect anointing
24. my cup runs over. -- perfect joy
25. Surely -- perfect assurance
26. goodness -- perfect benevolence
27. and mercy -- perfect compassion
28. shall follow me all the days -- perfect life
29. of my life: and I will dwell -- perfect home
30. in the house of the LORD forever. -- perfect destiny

