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July 16, 1996		“Money and Our  Motives”





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing


A.	Steps 1&2 of Healing Prayer*


“I doubt that anyone who reads these words will ever have a healing ministry in large auditoriums before thousands of people....Therefore, I would like to provide you with a simple approach to Healing Prayer that I hope will be helpful in ordinary situations.  It has four straightforward steps.


“First, we listen. This is the step of discernment.  We listen to people, and we listen to God.  Sometimes people share their deepest needs in the most casual offhand way.  But if we are listening, really listening, there is often a rise within us, an inner ‘yes,’ which is a divine invitation to prayer.  So we ask politely if they would like prayer for the situation.  In over twenty years of praying for people in this manner, I have yet to have one person turn me down--and I have done this in airports and shopping malls and crowded hallways.  It is the most natural thing in the world to show love and concern in this way....


“Second, we ask.  This is the step of faith. As we come to clearness about what is needed, we invite God’s healing to come.  We speak a definite, straightforward declaration of what is to be.  We do not weaken our request with ifs, ands, or buts.  We speak with the boldness of Martin Luther when he prayed for his sick friend Melanchthon:  ‘I besought the Almighty with great vigor...quoting from Scripture all the promises I could remember, that prayers should be granted, and said that he must grant my prayer, if I was henceforth to put faith in his promises”(*Foster, 210&211[Next week: Steps 3&4]).





Career Counseling:  Vision and Training


A.	Evidence:  Light or Darkness?+


“Blaise Pascal put it this way:  ‘God gives enough light to enlighten the elect, enough darkness to blind the reprobate.... The long and short of it...is that faith is more than a historical hypothesis.  It is also a decision:  a moral decision.  The question is not only, ‘Do you rationally see why you should believe?’  but also ‘Do you want to believe?’  There’s plenty of solid evidence for anyone who wants to believe, but enough faith is required to still render it a moral choice and not a coerced decision.  God desires faith because He seeks love from responsible people, not forced behavior from robots”(Boyd, 125).


�
III.	Additional Resources:


Boyd, Dr. Gregory A. and Edward K. Boyd.  Letters from a Skeptic.  Wheaton, IL:  Victor Books, 1994.+


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco: Harper SanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.^


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.














IV.	Coaching Discussion:	“Money and Our Motives”





Read Luke 16:1-15


A.	What did the shrewd manager do when he saw that he was about to lose his job?  Why did the master and apparently Jesus commend the dishonest manager for his shrewd initiative?  What did Jesus mean by saying “use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves”?  Why is it important to prove “trustworthy in handling worldly wealth”?  What is the difference between using worldly wealth and serving worldly wealth?  Why is it impossible to “serve both God and Money”?  What practice in regards to wealth does God find detestable?





Read Luke 16:19-31


B.	Even if being rich is not a sin in itself, how did the rich man fail to use his worldly wealth?  Why do you think the rich man ignored Lazarus day after day?  How do we do the same?  What happened to the rich man and to Lazarus following their deaths?  Why was Father Abraham not able to help the rich man in his torment?  How did the rich man finally show some compassion in the afterlife?  How did Abraham argue with the rich man for the sufficiency of existing evidence for anyone willing to believe the truth about God and the life to come?





Application


C.	How does the love of money blind us to the needs around us?  What evidence do we have for the fact that we cannot be devoted to both money and to God?  What evidence do we have for the eternal nature of the world we cannot see?  If the non-material world is the one which will last forever, how could we use worldly wealth more effectively  rather than hoarding it?  











Next Week:  Please read and study Chapter 17 of Luke.








VISION:  TO REPRODUCE SERVANT LEADERS











